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CAPTAIN IN THE HONOURABLE COMPANY'S MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT AT BOMBAY. 
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Practical experience of the difficulties and delays 
which impede the conveyance of intelligence by the 
way of Buſſora, firſt led me to conſider whether a 
more eligible route might not be adopted for the in- 
tercourſe over land, between Great Britain and India. 
In Augult 1789, I made the Journey from England to 
Bombay, by the Great Deſart, in charge of the Com- 
pany's diſpatches. With every exertion on my part 
to expedite the journey, ſuch were the unavoidable - 
procraſtinations I had to encounter, that it required 
ſix months to complete it. I have annexed a note, to 
ſhew the nature of theſe delays *. While my thoughts 
were occupied on this ſubject, I had the good fortune 
to meet with: Colonel Capper s very able and intereſt- 
ing narrative, of his journies to and from India, both 
by Buſſora and Suez and the fatisfaQtion to find the 


See Note I. 
B opinion 
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2 | PREFACE: 
opinion of a gentleman ſo eminently qualified to de- 
cide upon the ſubject, perfectly coincided with my 


own, as to the preference to be given, in every point 


of view, to the route through Egypt. Thoſe who 
have peruſed this intelligent performance, will derive 


little additional information from an account whoſe 


only aim is to bring forward, perhaps at a more fa- 


vourable ſeaſon, what was propoſed at a former period, 
more ably, by Colonel Capper; to acknowledge my 


obligation to that gentleman, and to excuſe this ſhort 
intruſion on the public attention under the authority 


of his opinion. | 


That the Wa is more Eübötabbe for this execu- 


tion of the plan now ſuggeſted, than when it was 


originally recommended by Colonel Capper, vill, it is 
preſumed, be evident to thoſe who conſider the delay 


and inſecurity which war creates in the conveyanee 


of intelligence by ſea, and the additional importance 
it frequently gives to the intelligence to be conveyed. 
Nor will it eſcape the moſt careleſs obſerver, that the 
Political and Commercial Intereſts of India are more 


intimately interwoven' with the general proſperity of 
=] the 
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the empire, and thoſe intereſts better underſtood, and 
more beneficially and ably conducted, than at any 
former period of the connection between theſe remote 
countries. To the ſuperior knowledge of the highly 
diſtinguiſhed characters who preſide at the India 
Board, and in the Court of Directors, and to the re- 
ſpectable Members of both, I beg leave, with the 
utmoſt deference, to ſubmit my ideas on the ſubje&, 
confident they will be conſidered with the attention 
they may be found to deſerve, and with no other par- 
tiality-than that which, I truſt, will not operate.to my 
prejudice, a bias for the Public Welfare“. 


Soon after my return to India, and while the im- 
preſſion of the difficulties of the Journey, by Buſlora, 


From the brilliant ſucceſs of the Marquis Cornwallis over Tippoo Sul- 
taun ; his having reſigned the government of Britiſh India in the beſt poſſible 
ſtate of progreſſive improvement ;—From the advantages gained in that quarter 
during the preſent conteſt; we are left without a rival in the eaſtern hemiſphere. 

— The termination of the depending war, favourable, it is hoped, to Great 
Britain, will afford many years of tranquillity, to perfect the work ſo ſucceſsfully | 
and judiciouſly commenced.—It is not to be ſuppoſed, from the combination of 
ſo many favourable circumſtances, but that every uſeful endeavour to promote 
' preſent advantage, and future ſecurity, will be minutely attended to. 
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4 PREFACE: 
was recent, I drew up. Some Conſiderations on the 
Propriety and Practicability of ſending Diſpatches 


from India, by the way of Suez, and from India to 
England, by the ſame route,” which were preſented to 
Major General Abercromby, then Governor of Bom- 
bay, accompanied by an offer to make the attempt in 
one of the Company's cruizers, and 'to truſt to the 
liberality of the Court of Directors for reimburſement, 


ſhould the event juſtify the expectation I had formed. 


It is evident General Abercromby thought the ſcheme 
practicable and expedient, for he accepted the pro- 


poſal, and an armed veſſel belonging to the Company 


was detained on the Coaſt of Malabar, from Novem- 
ber, 1790, till the 10th of February, 1791, for the 
expreſs purpoſe of conveying me to Suez, with public 


_ diſpatches. It happened unfortunately, however, that 
no event occurred in that interval, of ſufficient im- 


portance to require a particular diſpatch, and the 
ſeaſon having elapſed, the idea was at that time 
given up. 


I am happy to learn, that the Government of Bom- 
bay have lately made the attempt of an over-land 
diſpatch, 


» 1. 
RY 
5 
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diſpatch, by the way of Suez, and that it has ſuc- 


ceeded; and, I truſt, it is not aſſuming too much, to 


preſume, that the Memorial I had the honour to lay 


before that Government, in the year 1790, and the 
offer I then made, have contributed to the renewal 
of a channel of communication which ought never to 
have been interrupted, the acquiſition of which be- 
comes every day more important, in proportion as 
our dominions in the Eaſt are extended and improved, 
and the facility and expedition of which will be in- 
creaſed, and become manifeſt the oftener it is reſorted 
to, and more eſpecially ſhould it be ſanAioned by 
Government and the Eaſt India Company. 


— 


Pr NN 
30 g | 


= 4 Xs * 8 | * 


r 
1 Pet —_ * 
, ee dan ts r Sr 


* 


* 
. SI | e ID DS I - 
”% F * = 
” Na —— . => 
N. de — * 
R a 
1 — | | | 


IR 


Sor: Wo 4.4 Di wr tiny - — — ABI n n 3 2 8 
3 - or 2 „ . : "ow uu. > i " — _ — N 88 g 
Ih . x + 705 wes g 


8 a 


„ 


* — 7 (x5 
ww 8 
2 


* . a — 
9 


en 2 r 


2 e ei 1 2 FLAY 2 
* , rx n 88 . — hos wt e =o e e . 7 
AMIDES Cage LOS Woo h EI / : * n 3 PEERS pr; 5 
DO LEI I ³˙¹ð¹ ISI FFP 
ED FE > ata ol r 3 X. N 
5 9 - N * © 3 9 Is ng ” 
ay — BEE. e *, Nw 4 
0 3 Y F > $ 8 r , : 
A "St - . 


TO 


Sis STEPHEN LUSHINGTON, BaxrT. CHAIRMAN, 


DAVID SCOTT, Esa. DezevuTY CHAIRMAN, 
AND 


THE HONOURABLE THE COURT OF DIRECTORS OF THE 
UNITED COMPANY OF MERCHANTS OF ENGLAND 
TRADING TO THE EAST INDIES. 


GENTLEMEN, 


Ir would betray conſiderable ignorance of your juſtice 


and liberality, to make any apology for ſoliciting your 


attention to a meaſure intended to promote the reci- 


procal advantage of the Eaſt India Company and the 
Nation, by approximating the intercourſe between 
Great Britain and her Eaſtern Colonies. An object 
ſo important to the welfare of both, cannot have 


eſcaped your attention. As active and. intelligent 
managers for the Company, you are fully qualified to 
eſtimate juſtly the merits of the Plan now propoſed ; 
and there 1s none more likely to give a fair and can- 
did opinion on the ſubject. Much argument and 
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detail have been omitted for the ſake of brevity : a 


duty the idle owe, more than they are aware, to thoſe 
who fill high ſtations. Influenced by this conſidera- 


DEDICATION. 


tion, in enumerating the benefits to be derived 
from renewing the communication with India by the 


way of Suez, I have omitted ſuch as are peculiar to 


the preſent moment: but as war is, I fear, to be cal- 
culated among the too probable contingencies of Em- 
pire, and even the period of the preſent awful conteſt 


not to be foreſeen, I truſt I may be permitted juſt to 


ſuggeſt, that during a ſtate of hoſtility with any of the 


maritime powers of Europe, the value of an expedi- 


tious and regular communication with India, over 
land, is conſiderably enhanced. Our ſhips are re- 
tarded to wait for convoys, and to ſail in fleets; and 
they fail at laft with a riſque of falling into the ene- 


my's hands, and of thereby converting that intelli- 
gence intended for our ſafety, into an inſtrument of 


our deſtruction. 


Great Britain has recently added the iſland of Cor- 
ſica to her map of empire; an acquiſition which may 
greatly facilitate the means of carrying into effect the 
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plan now propoſed. One of her numerous harbours“ 
may be ſubſtituted for Meſſina, and the packet- boats, 


„The harbour of Baſtia has a mole for the convenience of ſmall veſſels 
(or packets), for which it is very well fitted, —The iſlands of Gorgona, 
Capraja, and the Elbe, are placed at no great diſtance in the ſea which rolls 
between the eaſt coaſt of Corſica and Tuſcany, with the pope's dominions ; 
ſo that ſmall veſſels can never be at a loſs for protection, ſhould any ſudden 
ſtorm come upon them, as they can run into any of theſe iſlands. Corſica is 
not more than 80 miles S. W. of Leghorn.” From whence Baſtia may: be 
diſtant about 100; and from San Fiorenzo not more than 10 miles, | 
Boswzl L's Account of Corſica 

„ be natural advantages of Corſica to this country have been taken notice 
of by the political writers of the preſent day. [See Engliſh Review for 
September 17 94, p. 237 ; and for January, 1795 p. 80.] And Mr. Boſwell in 
his account of that iſland has not failed ſtill more minutely to ſtate them. 
He obſerves, © From his account of the harbours of Corſica, | it will appear of 
how great conſequence an alliance with this iſland might be to any of the 
maritime powers of Europe; for a fleet ſtationed. there might command the 
commerce of Genoa, Tuſcany, and the Eccleſiaſtical State, that between Spain 
and Naples, and a good ſhare of that to the Levant: not to mention its 
influence over that of Sardinia. And it may be material to obſerve, that 
veſſels ſtationed in the ports of Corſica might be formidable to France, as the 
weſtern ſide of the iſland is directly oppoſite to the extenſive coaſt of Provence, 
on which a deſcent might be made with cruizers in a very ſhort time.” The 
difficulties experienced by Lord Hood after the loſs of Toulon, for want of 
proper harbours in the Mediterranean, while the acquiſition of Corſica has 
enabled Admiral Hotham to purſue vigorous and effectual operations in that 
quarter againſt the enemy at the preſent moment, in a great meaſure confirm 
the truth of Mr. Boſwell's obſervations. 
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exonerated from the impoſitions or caprice of a 
Foreign Government, may fail ſecurely from an 


Engliſh port in the Mediterranean, with which a 
regular communication will, as a valuable dependency 


of the Britiſh State, be of courſe eſtabliſhed. 

Permit me to add, that with aview to corroborate and 
ſtrengthen the facts and opinions advanced by me 
on this important ſubject, I have endeavoured to 
ſupport both by the authority of thoſe whoſe practical 
experience, information, and veracity, are generally 


acknowledged. 
I have the honour to be, 
With the utmoſt reſpect, 
Gentlemen, 
Tour moſt obedient, 
3 And moſt humble Servant, 
_—_— JOHN TAYLOR. 


Aagutt 3d, 1795. 


CONSIDERATIONS, Oe. 


Tux importance of eaſy communication and ; peedy intel- 
ligence in Commerce, Politics, and War, is univerſally acknow- 
ledged. The dangers and the anxieties ariſing from the want 
of ſuch communication between Great Britain and her India 
ſettlements, during the two laſt wars, are freſh in the memory . 
of many, and will not be eaſily forgotten, The want of early 
intelligence nearly occaſioned the loſs of our poſſeſſions on the 
Coaſts of Coromandel and Malabar; and this loſs would have 
ſhook the ſecurity of every foot of land we held in India. 


At the firſt of theſe periods, the vigilance and active zeal of 
Mr. HAasSTINGs ſaved that country. The acquittal of Mr. 
HasTINGs cannot fail of being received in this country 
and over all Britiſh India with the higheſt ſatisfaction. While 
it eſtabliſhes the innocence of that gentleman, it reflects 
the Higheſt luſtre on national juſtice, and the ſecurity we 
enjoy under the protection of a happy conſtitution. The 
liberal vote of the Eaſt India Company to diſcharge the law 
ALB — — expences 


* 


( 


expences incurred by Mr. Haſtings on his late trial, and a 
handſome penſion beſides, teſtify the high conſideration they 
_ entertain of his eminent ſervices, ſo juſtly eſtimated by Mr. 
Luſhington in his able ſpeech on the occaſion. That gen- 
tleman, beſides his other efforts in the public cauſe, has the 
merit of being the firſt Governor of Britiſh India, that 
endeavoured to reap the advantages of a communication 
between England and that remote country by the way of 
Suez. Some time in the year 1774. he opened a negociation 
with the Beys of Egypt, and obtained their conſent to a free 
intercourſe, which in 1778, was of ſingular benefit. The diſ- 
patches, ordering the reduction of Pondicherry, were for- 
warded by this route, and the fall of the principal French 
ſettlements in India, before they were prepared, or had 
the leaſt knowledge of the war, gave a mortal wound 
to the power of our great Rival in that quarter; an event 
which operated ſtrongly in our favour, when we were ſoon 
after attacked by the combined native powers of India: for by 


this unexpected blow, their Ally was deprived of a ſtrong 


depot of men, arms, and ammunition, placed in the 
centre of the ſeat of war, and in the vicinity of Fort 
St. George. a 


This plan, avowedly beneficial as a meaſure of policy, was 
oppoſed in this country, on commercial conſiderations. The 
object of Mr. HAsTINGs, in this arrangement, was, to promote 
at once the intereſts of Policy and of Commerce: but becauſe 
the trade intended to be carried on by Suez, was deemed pre- 
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judicial to the intereſts of the Eaſt- India Company, the 
political advantages of the meaſure were ſacrificed to the 
Company's excluſive trade. An Act of Parliament was 
obtained, prohibiting Engliſn ſubjects from exporting the 
produce of India by the way of Suez, after the 5th of July, 


1782. Thus ended the intercourſe between India and Karoye 
by the port of Suez. 


Had not Mr. HasTINGs's ſcheme been thus obſtructed, this 
communication, it is probable, would: have been now open, at 
leaſt for the purpoſe of conveying intelligence; but the oppo- 
ſition of the Eaſt-India Company was ftrengthened by the 
influence of our Ambaſſador at the Porte; and the Beys of 


Egypt, findin g all intercourſe diſcouraged by both Govern- 
ments, had but little inducement to keep it up. 


The check ſo decidedly given to a communication by the 
way of Suez, contributes to render the judicious appointment 
of a Conſul-General for Egypt abortive. I apprehend that 
the original intention of this appointment was not any trade 
over land, but a ſpeedy conveyance of intelligence to and 
from India“. The centrical ſituation of Cairo, and its vi- 


* Mr. 8 8 appointment as agent to th Eaſt Ipdia Company at Cues, was 
NY ſome time about the year 1775: and, as far as I underſtand, for the expreſs 
purpoſe. of forwarding packets to and from England, by the way of Alexandria and 
Suez. Before this period we had little or no connection with the Beys of Egypt, ex- 
cepting Mr. HAsTIxcs's negoclation, juſt mentioned. 
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| ( 14 ) 
cinity to the European powers, would enable the Con- 
ſul, were this route more frequented by us, to procure 
and expedite much important information to our Go- 
vernments in India; and it is worthy of remark, that the 
communication by the Red Sea, has twice, in fifteen years, 
accelerated the reduction of the French capital on the Coaſt 
of Coromandel. | 


* In the war before laſt, it was the intelligence conveyed by this channel, as above 
obſerved, that called forth the prompt and timely exertions of Mr. HasTinGs. In the 
laſt war Mr. BaLDwin, the preſent Conſul General, without any inſtructions from 
Great Britain, with equal judgment and patriotic zeal, tranſmitted to India poſitive 
aſſurances of the French Declaration of War. — Mr. EvLESs IRwin, late of the 
Madras eſtabliſhment, fays, « Mr, BAaLDwiNn is the only Merchant of the Engliſh 
«© Nation at Cairo, and is agent for the Company, for forwarding their packets 
to and from India; and, conſidered in itſelf, this is a point of no little importance to 
that political body. The advantage of quick intelligence is no ſecret to a wiſe go- 
„ yernment. The paſſage home is indeed, as yet, precarious by the difficult navigation 
Jof the Gulf of Suez, but the paſſage out is ſure and expeditious. There is an 


« inſtance not two months ago, (in the month of July,) of a Mr. WHiTTINE's com- 
ing from London to Cairo in a month; he was charged with the reſtoration of Lord 
Pi cor to the goverriment of Fort St. George; and, it is ſuppoſed, will get to that 
place in the ſame period voyage which is ſeldom effected by the Cape of Good 
Hope in double that time. Inwin's Voyage up the Red Sea, vol. II. page 84. 

On the ſame ſubject it is obſerved by Mr. NIEBUHR, that the paſſage has been 
found ſo ſhort and convenient, that the Preſidency of Bombay now ſend their 
„ Couriers by the way of Suez to England. In this way they receive anſwers to 
their diſpatches within the ſame length of time which was formerly conſumed in the 
«© conveyance of their packets to London.“ Vol. II. page 389.—The reaſons why this 
communication has not been better upheld might be thought irrelevant to the — 
! eſpecially as government ſeem inclined again to prefer it. 


While 
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While the Engliſh nation deprived themſelves of the navi- 
gation of the Red Sea, the French continued, all the late war, 
to forward intelligence by that route. To contraſt the ad- 
vantage of this communication to the French, with the 
diſadvantages of the want of it in this nation, it is only neceſ- 
ſary to be remembered, that the news of Colonel BAILLIE's 
defeat, was long known in France before it reached England; 
and at laſt, when it arrived, in the month of April, it was 
too late to ſend ſupplies by the ſhips of the ſeaſon *. 


The Preliminary Articles of Peace with France and Spain, 
ſigned in Europe the 20th of January 1783, did not interrupt 
the progreſs of hoſtilities j in India till the end of June, or the 
beginning of July following. And even then, the advices con- 
veyed over land, were communicated by a private channel to 
Lord M* CARTNEY, at that time Governor of Madras +, His 
Lordſhip, in conſequence of this communication, prevailed 
on Monſieur Bussy (who, it is ſaid, was privately in poſſeſſion 


* Colonel CAprRR's Introduction to his Obſervations on the Paſſage to India, 
page xii. It may be added, that the propriety of; a diſpatch early in the year from the 
Malabar Coaſt by the way of Suez, muſt appear evident, eſpecially during a war.—It 
would be attended with circumſtances peculiarly hard, if the voyage; was not performed 
much within the three months, and conſequently in time for the failing of the latter 
ſhips of the ſeaſon, and afford an opportunity of forwarding the neceſſary ſupplies to 
India, without either delay, or putting the Company to A heavy expence in taking up 
extra tonnage, when they would arrive in time for the enſuing campaign. 

+ It is generally underſtood, that the firſt advices of this event were received by Mr. 
BENFIELD, a gentleman who was at conſiderable trouble and expence in obtaining the 
_ earlieſt overland intelligence on the Coaſt of Coromandel, 
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of the intelligence) to conſent to a ceſſation of arms till the 


arrival of official diſpatches from Europe. Had the Pre- 


liminaries arrived ſo ſoon as they might eaſily have done, 
(for it is a fact, that advices of this event were forwarded 


from London early in the year, both by the way of Buſſora 
and the Cape of Good Hope) it would have prevented the 


fatal conſequences of two actions at land, and an engagement 


at ſea, in which 80 officers fell and upwards of 2000 men. 


Had not chance advices happily anticipated the dilatory 


intelligence by ſea at this intereſting period, a formidable 
attack on our lines before Cuddalore would have taken 


place, where the enemy's garriſon was to have been re- 
inforced by a ſtrong detachment from Suffrein's fleet *. It 
is allowed by every perſon converſant with India affairs at the 
time, that our army, then in the Carnatic, was too weak to 
repel ſuch an attack ; and that by its defeat, the country would 
have been entirely open to the invading g enemy. Another 
ſtriking inſtance of the want of intelligence, occurs in our 


_ laſt War with Spain, which was not known in India, till 


n, eleven months alter it nn out in mene f. 


ales want of intelli n . . during the late 


war with Tippoo Saib, is too recent, and too deeply impreſſed 


on our minds, to require much elucidation. The fluctuation 


. 1%“. 2 


of ſtock will furniſh z an inconteſtable proof of that diſadvan- 
tage. The ſcarcity of official information from India, afforded 


Colonel Caryzx's Preface, p. vi. n Ibid. p. iii, 
many 
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E i ) ” 
many opportunities to ſpeculators to agitate the funds, and 
even the fictions of party were ſucceſsfully practiſed, to the 
injury of general credit and national character. I may 
venture to affirm, that not one public diſpatch was received 
by the way of Suez, during the whole war. The Court 
of Directors, it is true, have occaſionally made uſe of 
this channel to convey their diſpatches to India, and with 
what effect, has been aſcertained, in no inſtance more 
conſpicuouſly than Mr. WHrTHILL's route by Suez to 
Madras, when in charge of the Company's orders to reſtore 
Lord PiGOor; which journey he accompliſhed in fifty-nine 
days from London to Fort St. George! Yet with ſuch ex- 
perience of the celerity of this channel of conveyance to Suez, 
of late it is ſeldom made uſe of to tranſmit intelligence from 
India to Europe. 
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If expedition be at all conſidered as material to intelligence ty 
/ i the 


* Beſides the advantages already enumerated in regard to ſpeedy intelligence, that of 
its affording an opportunity of applying preventative meaſures in a political point of view, 
becomes highly intereſting to a country poſſeſſed of diſtant dependencies, —Preventative 
meaſures are much more efficacious and ſalutary, than any attempt to remove an evil 
where an impreſſion has been made. 11 9 85 | 

+ Gibbon, vol, I. chapter ii. informs us of the great attention paid by the Romans 
to the advantage of receiving the earlieſt intelligence, and of conveying their orders with 
celerity through all their extenſive dominions, by the means of regular ports; and 
Doctor RoBeRTsSoN in his Hiſt. of America, Book v. page 16, acquaints us of a fact 
but little underſtood, that the Mexican Emperors had introduced a refinement in policy 
unknown at that time in Europe. — They had Couriers poſted at proper ſtations along 

D | | the 
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the route by Suez, is by far the moſt eligible for conveying 
diſpatches, both to and from this country: delays are inſepa- 
rable from any plan of conveying intelligence by the great 

deſert, and three months and a half is the leaſt period 
which can be allowed, on the beſt arranged plan, for ſend- 
ing diſpatches by that channel. The records of the company 
will eſtabliſh this fact, and will ſkew how few diſpatches 
have been received either at the India Houſe, or at any 
of their Preſidencies abroad, by the way of Buſſora, within 
that period. 


By the way of Suez the journey is greatly ſhortened, while 
the voyage is not much prolonged®; and it is particularly 
obſervable, that the courſe of winds and currents is ex- 
tremely favourable for the navigation by this route, many 
| f ? months in the year; whilſt that by the Perſian Gulf is 
1 # i protracted by many adverſe circumſtances. Beſides, we 
11 know that veſſels ſailing from the Coaſt of Malabar for 
} Arabia and Perſia, during the South-Weſt Monſoon +, are 
under the neceſſity of running from three to ſeven degrees 

to the ſouthward of the Line, where the South-Eaſt trade 
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the principal roads; and theſe were trained to agility by a regular education, and 
relieved one another at moderate diſtances: they conveyed intelligence with amazing 
| rapidity, and obtained early information of every occurrence in all the corners of the 
Empire. 

* In the journey there is a difference of near 800 miles in fayour of the route 
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; 4 See the India Directory, Section X XVI. page 39. 
i} 6 winds 


es HEY 


= 
d 
e 
. ain 
4 * Fn : 


= „ = 
r e 1 R 


* 

R * 

144768 3 8 — „„ 2 
— . ITE REN 


$ 
9 er. 4 
* 
er „ 


TI )) 


winds * carries them obliquely to the weſtward, til oy fall 
1n with the South-Weſt winds near the African ſhore +, which 
convey them to the northward 1. During this ſeaſon, by 
preferring the Red Sea to the Gulf of Perſia, the whole 
diſtance from Cape Guardafoi to Cape Roſelgate, which 
includes ten degrees of latitude, is evidently ſaved d. 


During December, January, February, and part of March, 
the paſſage from the Coaſt of Malabar to Suez can be per- 
formed in leſs time than is required for a paſſage to Buſlora 
in the moſt fav ourable months. 


In the months of June, July, and Auguſt, the Perſian Gulf 
has an advantage over the Red Sea, in navigating to the 
northward; but when it is conſidered that the paſſage to 
Buſſora, even during this interval, requires from fifty days 
to two months, the delay defeats the advantage. At all 
other ſeaſans of the year, the paſſage from the Coaſt of 
Malabar 1s — equal in point of time, both to Suez and to 
Buſſora l. 


It being admitted both voyages may be accompliſhed in 


* Yee the India Directory Section XX. page 37. 
+ See ditto, Section CC V. page 176. 


| See Captain Hardy's journal of a voyage in tho Viper Cutter —He failed from 


Bombay the gth of July 1783.—He met the 8. E. trade lat. 4 11 South. 
Vide Chart. | 


{| See the Eaſt India Directory, page 196, for the beſt methods and times for navi- 
gating ſhips from port to port in India. 
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( 20 ) 
the ſame ſpace of time, the advantages of that by Suez 
becomes evident; for diſpatches received at this port are 
nearly nine hundred miles nearer home than thoſe received 
at Buſſora *. 


With regard to the conveyance of the diſpatches ſubſe- 
quent to their arrival at Suez or Buſſora, much depends on 
the ſeaſon of the year, and the prevailing winds in the Me- 
diterranean f. 

BO Brit. m. Geo. m. 
* From Suez to Cairo 72 
Cairo to Roſetta - - < - ” =» » = =» |< 100 


Roſetta to Alexandria 35 3 
Alexandria to Meſſina „„ i he all — 825 


109 925 


Buſſora to Latakea - - - - - 4 - 903 _ 
Latakea to Meſſina - - C — 1080 


Making a difference of - - - - = «=. <> 796 EG 


Total diſtanee 85r miles nearer London by the route of Suez.—Alcppo is 1860 
miles S. E. from it, and Cairo 1920. 


+ The northerly winds during the ſummer ſeaſon in the Mediterranean, and in 
Egypt, are highly favorable to the communication from this country to India by the way 
of Suez.—We are informed by Pliny in his Hiſt. Nat. XIX. I. that the Roman 
veſſels from the Port of Oſtia bound to Alexandria, with a favourable wind, performed 
the voyage generally in nine and ten days ; and to the pillars of Hercules in ſeven. 
The port of Oſtia is in the dominions of the Pope, on the mouth of the Tiber, twelve miles 
weſt from Rome, where ſmall veſſels are ill procurable, notwithſtanding the harbour is 


much choaked up.— The Pillars of Hercules was the name pen by the ancients to the 
nn of Gibraltar. 
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Of forwarding Diſpatches from Great Britain to India. 
Firſt, by SUEz, during the moſt favourable ſeaſon of the year *. 
OE: 3 | Days. Hours. 

From London to Meſſina ........... 12 © 

Meſſina to Alexandria. . 9 10 © 
Alexandria to Roſetta, by land e Bn 2 

Roſetta to Cairo + et ro TL 2 © 


Cairo to Suez SG RENE MKSA TSS E EET H% a0 
Suez to Bombay % ! oe ce 0 0 


—— 


Total nu mber of days t to Bombay 50 20 


By BUSSORA, durin g the moſt fayourable ſeaſon. 
Days. Hours. 


Lan th Vent . Bn © 
Venice to Conſtantinople ** aa 
Conftantinople to Aleppo e oO OM 
Aleppo to Bullbra -. LH 26 © 
Buſſora to Bombay „ Wo 


Total number of PE to Bombay, 79 0 | 


Shorter by Suez 28 4 


In this calculation, delays are not included, and it wilt become he grand object 
to guard againſt them, as far as they depend on individual exertion. 

——=—— ſhould imagine that the ſmall boats of a light conſtruction, deſcribed by Savary, 

vol. I. page iii. might be uſefully employed between Roſetta and Cairo in conveying . 

| diſpatches backwards and forwards, ſhould the boghaz or bar of the Bolbetine branch of 

| the Nile, be deemed impracticable. The Egyptian ſcherms are light undecked boats wa 

lateen fails, and are extremely dangerous, — equently loſt on the bar. 1 
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By MESSINA and BUSSORA. 
; Days. Hours. 
EE 78 
Meſſina to Alexandretta, or Latakea*, . . . 16 
Alexandretta, or Latakea, to Aleppo 
Aleppo to Bull 7.4 of. vip 4oie ves 
Buſſora e . FE VC 


— 
8 
oO © © © 


Total number of * to Bombay 64 0 


1 


Shorter by Suez e VV 13 4 


By VIENNA and CONSTANTINOPLE to Bussoka. 


| 36 +: 


| Days. Hours, 
„/ CC i 
Vienna to Conſtantinople + ä wy 3 
Conſtantinople to Buſſora . 30 


Buſſora to Bombay ., ........-+- 138 
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= Iuotal number of days to Buſſora 74 o 


.. * 


MT RMS, oe ( Co 0 £4 


e 


wr 


* Vide Chart for the difference in point of ſituation between the ports of Alexan- 
dretta and Latakea, in the north-eaſt corner of the Levant, and the open port of 
Alexandria, which cannot be ſo much influenced by partial winds. | 

+ In a letter from Vienna, dated 20th of March 1795, it is mentioned that the 
couriers of Conſtantinople, retarded by the melting of the ſnow, arrive fo ſlowly that 
the letters of the 10th of February did not reach Vienna before the 12th of March. 


This is not to be wondered at, when the ſtate of the country and the roads they have to 
paſs is taken into conſideration, 
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(Cage) 
The diſpatches having reached Suez, the paſſage from thence 


to the Coaſt of Malabar, in the ſummer months, would be 
extremely ſpeedy; during theſe months ſtrong northerly 


winds prevail in the Red Sea, and early in May the South-Weſt 
Monſoon begins in the Indian Oceana. At this period, the 


voyage from Suez to the Malabar Coaſt might be performed 


in nearly the ſame time as a paffage from Buſſora to the Ma- 
labar Coaſt —_ the _ favourable 1 months. 
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Of forwarding Diſpatches from India to Great Britain. 


By SUEZ, in the favourable Seaſon. 


Days. Hours, 
Bombay to Suez J 8 34 0 


Sue to Cairo JFF 
Down the Nile to Roſetta 5 V 
Roſetta to Alexandria, by land, 5 F 
Alexandria to Meſſina . . . . þ 5 5 14 MY 


Meſlina to London * 1 N : l F $8 12 O 


Total number of days to London 63 8 


See the India Directory for an account of the Monſoons and Trade Winds in the 
Indian Ocean, now perfectly underſtood, F 
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Days. Hours. 
Days. Hours. 
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Conſtantinople to Veniſſtſe 20 


. 
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Bombay to Buſſora . . „ 


po 


Aleppo to Conſtant 


Total number of days to London 101 


Route by MxssINA 
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Buſſora to Ale 

Venice to London 
Shorter by Suez 

Bombay to Buſſora . 
Buſſora to Aleppo 
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Route 
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Total number of days to London 


Aleppo to Alexandretta, or Latakea, 1353 
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Alexandretta, or Latakea, to Meſſina 


Meſſina to London 
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The Route by VIENNA. 


| RP | Days. Hours, 
„„ :: 75 ei is & © 


- uſſora to Conſtantinople . . . ....... 30 © 
onſtantinople to Vienna 16 © 
eam to en 1 0 

| Total 96 © 


Making a difference of thirty-two days and fixteen hours in 
favour of the route by Suez. 
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GENERAL REMARKS. 


1 2 


Ox a general review of this ſubject, the only comparative 


advantage in favour of the voyage, either to or from 
Buſſora, in preference to that to or from Suez, is on the 


paſſage from Buſſora to the coaſt of Malabar, during the 
months of December, January, February, and March, the 


ſeaſon when our Eaſt India ſhips leave England, and make 
the quickeſt voyages. It may be alledged that the winds 
in the Perſian Gulf are frequently variable, with freſh 
breezes from the land, by which veſſels are able, with per- 
ſeverance, to make their paſſages at all ſeaſons: whereas, 
in the Red Sea, the wind, at certain ſeaſons, is ſtationary, and 
blows ſo ſtrong as to defy all attempts to get to windward. 
But we know for certain, that there are land and variable 


winds in the Red Sea as well as in the Perſian Gulph *. Small 


veſſels, acquainted with the coaſt, keeping in ſhore, and 
taking the advantage of theſe winds, and alſo of the 


* Mr. nn makes repeated mention of land, variable, and ſoutherly winds in the 
Red Sea, even in the months of June and July, which are the worſt months in the year 
for navigating to the northward. See Inwin's Voyage, vol, i, Alſo the Eaſt-India 
Directory, ſect. xxv. page 39, and ſect. xxxviil, page 44. 
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(97) 
calms, when provided with able rowers *, might undoubtedly 
effect a great deal, and exactly aſcertain what progreſs might, 
at all ſeaſons, be reaſonably expected. 


When we find that the means are in our power to open a 
communication with India by this channel, and when we 
conſider the poſt and packets eſtabliſhed through England, 
and all over the continent of Europe, together with the re- 
gular and expeditious conveyance df letters throughout the 
Eaſt-Indies, under the protection of our Governments abroad t, 
it appears to be matter of ſurpriſe; that no regular plan has 
been yet adopted for ſecuring and facilitating our intelligence 
with India}. Inſtead of preſerving to ourſelves the naviga- 

. tion 


. Mr. win. mentions, that in the month of June, taking the advantage of light. N 
land wind, by filing and rowing, they 2 a _ and a knot _—_ a 2255 in an bean, 
Inwin' $ Voyage, vol. i. page 111, 

+ See Major RENNELL's Memoir of a Map of India, page 317; Major Grace's: 
Code of Military Regulations for Bengal; and alſo, The Regulations for the Dawk, or 
Poſt, eſtabliſhed by the Governments of Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay. The expe- 
dition of the Tappals, or Poſtmen, in our own diſtricts, where the relays! are 
placed at the diſtance of ſeven or eight miles, is very great. The Nabob of. Arcot 
has procured intelligence from his Southern Countries by their means at the rate of one 

hundred miles in twenty-four hours. * 

1 Colonel CAPPER, in his Obſervations on the paſſage to India, already ded has 
ſtrongly recommended, that a regular poſt ſhould be: eſtabliſhed: between Great Britain: 
and India, by the route of Egypt. And this opinion is not founded an ſpeculation, but 
on perſonal experience and obſervation. To ſhew the progreſs of improvement in 
this line, it is ſufficient to ſtate the increaſe of che revenue of the Britiſh poſt- 
office, In 1644, Mr. Edmund Prideaux, who was inland poſt-maſter, was ſuppoſed. to 
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tion of the Red Sea, it has been for many years, with the ex- 
ception of a ſingle inſtance lately, entirely abandoned, and a 
much ſlower mode of conveying I ſubſtituted in 
its ſtead, 


To complete this communication between Great Britain 
and her Eaſtern Poſſeſſions, requires the aid of the Executive 
Government of this country, and the co-operation of the Ho- 
nourable Court of Directors. By their united exertions, a 
Firmaun might be obtained from the Ottoman State, through 
our Ambaſſador at the Porte, eſtabliſhing our right, and faci- 


Hitating the means of our navigation of the Red Sea, by re- 


gular packet-boats, to ſail at fixed periods*; and permiſſion 
be given for Arab meſſengers, with proper paſles, to convey 
our diſpatches through Egypt, under the protection of its 
Government. This being effected, it would reſt with the 
Conſul-General of Egypt to conciliate the friendſhip of the 
Sheik el Balad, or Governor of Cairo, whoſe good offices 


collect about 3, oo0l. per annum. In 1654, the parliament farmed it to Mr. Main- 
waring, at 10, oool. per annum. In 1664, D. O. Neale, Eſq. farmed it at 21, fol. 


In 1674, it was let at 43,0001. In 168 5, it was eftimated at 65,0001, In 1688, the 


amount was 76,3181. In 1697, it was 90, 50 fl. In 1710, it was allowed to be 111, 4611. 
In 1715, the groſs amount was 145,271. In 1744, the inland office amounted to 
198, 226l.; but the total amount of both inland and foreign offices, which can alone de- 
monſtrate the extent of our correſpondence, was, in that year, 295, 432l. In 1764, the 
groſs amount was 432,0481., and ſince that period it has frequently amounted to upwards 
of 700,000). 

A veſſel of force at all times maintained in the Red Sea would be of little expence, 
and very conſiderable advantage.— See IRwin's Voyage, vol. ii, page 128. 
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might eaſily be fecured, a circumſtance indiſpenſably neceſ- 


fary to the ſecurity of the meſſengers, and the ſafety of the 
OI 


With a view to promote ſome arrangement of this kind, 
the following outlines of a plan for the conveyance of diſ- 
patches and letters to and from India, by the way of Suez “, 
is ſubmitted, which, it is hoped, the foregoing facts and 
obſervations will have ſhewn to be both practicable and 
neceſſary. : 


* It may hereafter become matter of conſideration, whether the port of Coſſier may 
not, with great adyantage, be made uſe of during certain ſeaſons, in-conveying diſpatches 


from India to Great Britain. The diſtance from Coſſier to Ghinna, on the banks of 
the Nile, little exceeds one hundred miles, from whence to Cairo the river runs in a 


ſtraight direction the diſtance by land, from Ghinna to Cairo, may be about three 


hundred and twenty miles by a communication between theſe places, one hundred 
| Teagues of the worſt and moft tedious navi gation, the upper and narrow part of the Red 


Sea, would be cut off. At preſent the route is impraQticable, from no pains having 
been taken to adjuſt the difference which took place between. the crew of the Coventry 
frigate and the inhabitants of Coſſier, in the year 1780, in which ſome lives were loſt. 
Savary's Letters, vol. ii. page 17; and Cayeer's Obſervations.— Mr. Inwin parti- 
cularly fays, in this place, and he again repeats it in another, that a veſſel may at all 


1 


times reach Coffier, from whence to Ghinna by land, where boats may be had in great 


plenty to Cairo. He recommends this route to a packet-boat from India, at a late . | 


of the year, Wy after the month of March. Vol. i. page 189. 
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PLAN of a Communication between GREAT BRITAIN and 


the EAST INDIES, by Way of SUEZ, 


OUTWARDS. 
Tis Communication has for its object, in the firſt place, 
the conveyance of official diſpatches from Government and 
the Eaſt-India Company. 1n the next, that of general com- 
munication, both commercial and private. Thoſe at the head 
of puplic affairs are beſt able to judge how far a reſtriction of 
private letters may, on ſome occaſions, be neceſſary. 

Public diſpatches from England, as far as the port of Meſ- 
ſina, might either be intruſted to the care of a ſpecial meſſen- 
ger, or tranſmitted by the poſt, according to their importance. 
All private letters ſhould be ſent by the poſt. | 


An Agent ſhould be appointed, to reſide at Meſſina, to 
receive diſpatches and letters, who ſhould have charge of 
two or more packet-boats, to ſail to and from Meſſina and 

Alexandria, 


( 3x ) 
Alexandria. The poſtage on letters ſhould be paid in Eng- 
land, as far as Meſſina; and the additional poſtage in India. 


Theſe packets ſhould be cutter-built, copper - bottomed, 
armed, and well manned, though not of a large ſize. They 
ſhould always be in readineſs, provided with water and pro- 
viſions, ſo as to be prepared for ſailing on the receipt of 

*The idea of packet-boats in the Mediterranean is by no means new.—Mr. Robert 
Ritchie, late his Majeſty's Conſul at Venice, and Agent for the Eaſt India Company, 
has repeatedly, in his correſpondence with the Court of Directors, recommended to them 
to keep two ſmall cutters, as packet-boats, in the Mediterranean. —Mr. Richmond 
Smyth, late of the Civil Service at Bombay, and who made two over-land journies to 
and from England to India, by the Levant, in his Memorial to the Court, dated 12th of 
June, 1780, has ſtrongly enforced the utility of the Plan; he ſays, © That under the 
« preſent circumſtances, a paſſage is not to be had at all ſeaſons in the Levant, and that 
* delay is always to be expefted: in regard to expence, one packet to, and another from 
India, would ſtand the Company near the whole amount of keeping two veſſels, which 
„would bring four packets from, and convey four to India, quickly and ſecurely.” — 
This was Mr. Smyth's opinion, previous to his return to India by land, which he did in 
company with Mr. Irwin, of the Madras eſtabliſhment. During their voyage in the 
Mediterranean, both theſe gentlemen were but too well convinced of the juſtice of the 
above remark; and I ſhall ſubjoin Mr. Irwin's words on the ſubject. With this con- 
« viction on our minds,” ſays this gentleman, * it will be no matter of ſurpriſe that, in 
our repreſentations to the Chairman of the Eaſt India Company, Mr. Smyth and 1 
« attributed the delays we had experienced chiefly to the perverſe diſpoſition and unſkil- 
fulneſs of the Sclayonians; and earneftly recommended an eſtabliſhment of Engliſh 
„packets in the Mediterranean. How punctually their diſpatches might be conveyed at 
Kall ſeaſons, from any of the ports of Italy, to the coaſt of Syria, or of Egypt, ſhould 
« the latter expeditious route to India be opened again, by a favourable revolution in the 
40 government of that diſtracted country I leave to the Directors of that important 
« body to determine.” IRwIx's Voyage, vol. ii. page 204. 


(32) 
diſpatches, ſhould wind and weather permit, and no delay 
on any account allowed. 


On the arrival of the packet at Alexandria, the Conſul- 
General for Egypt ſhould cauſe the diſpatches and letters to 
be inſtantly forwarded to Suez, by Arab meſſengers . 


At Suez, country boats ſhould be conſtantly ſtationed, ready 
to take charge of the difpatches from thence to Mocha +. 


Theſe boats ſhould be coppered, and conſtructed on the 
beſt principle for rowing and ſailing}, under fix feet draught 
of water, both to enable them to anchor near Suez, and to 
take the advantage of light winds and calms, and to fail 
unobſtructed by the ſhoals and rocks of the Red Sea. The 


* I am authoriſed to ſtate this, under the opinion of Mr. Dalrymple, whoſe know- 
ledge and experience give it full credit; he thinks, No European meſſenger ought 
« ever to carry the diſpatches, except when ſuch perſon is entruſted with verbal dif- 
“patches, in caſe of letters miſcarrying, or other circumſtances, as ſuch meſſenger 
not only occaſions delay and expence, but very much increaſes the riſk of miſ- 
ie carriage.” | 

+ Captain Thomas Forreſt, late of the Bengal Marine, who has publiſhed ſeveral 
uſeful tracts, has informed us of the utility of uſing country boats, of a particular con- 
ſtruction, in narrow ſeas. —T tis gentleman, with great perſeverance and ſucceſs, fſailef 
on a voyage of diſcoveries in a ſmall veſſel of this kind, to the Eaſtern ocean, when he 
viſited many of the numerous iflands in this dangerous quarter, See Captain FokREsT's 
Voyage to New Guinea and the Molucca Iſlands, in the Tartar Galley. 

1 On this ſubject, I muſt again recur to the teſtimony of Mr. Irwin and Captain 
Forreſt ; both theſe gentlemen agree in the utility of oars. 


boats 
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boats ſhould be manned by truſty black people of the Ma- 


homedan caſt, of which deſcription Bombay affords a ſuf- 
ficient 1 and who ſhould be — prokibited from 
trading“. 


At Mocha, two Company's cruizers ſhould be in waiting, 


one to ſail for Bombay, and the other to the coaſt of Malabar. 


The cruizers and country boats ſhould be under the orders 
of the Bombay Government, and might be conducted with- 
out additional expence, under the Marine Eſtabliſhment of 
that Preſidency. Regulations ſhould be framed, particularly 
adapted to this tine of ſervice. 


The diſpatches of Bombay, and its northern dependencies, 
being ſeparated, at Mocha, from thoſe for Madras and Cal- 


* The Laſcars of Bombay are excellent failors; while the unſkilful management of 
the veſſels employed by the Turks and Arabs on the Red Sea is fully aſcertained by the 
teſtimony of Niebuhr, De Tot, Irwin, Bruce, &c. &c.—The people who navigate 
theſe veſſels are almoſt totally unacquainted with the common principles of the profeſſion, 


and frequently on the appearance of a gale of wind take to their boats, leaving the ſhip 


and cargo, and perhaps the paſſengers, to their fate. In moderate weather they ſeldom 


loſe ſight of the coaſt, and uniformly come to anchor at night, let the wind be ever fo 
favourable. This may appear wonderful, when we conſider that Egypt was perhaps the 
firſt maritime nation, and that commerce and navigation have always been preſerved in the 
Red Sea; even at this day, Mr. Baldwin, the Conſul-general of Egypt, in a memorial 
preſented to a committee of the privy council on the flave-trade, ſays, © That the 
* trade from Cairo to Gedda, by fea, employs upwards of fifty ſhips of two hundred 


« tons each, and ſome of one thoyſand tons;“ and this independent of numberleſs 


ſmaller veſſels. 
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cutta, one cruizer ſhould depart from the firſt-mentioned 
ſettlement with its diſpatches, whilſt the other ſhould fail 
for Cannanore, on the Malabar coaſt, and there land the 
diſpatches for Madras and Bengal. A Poſt-maſter at Canna- 
nore * ſhould forward them by the following route: 


Diſtance, in 
Britiſh miles. 


Cannanore to Tillicherry, ...: . . + 1 
—H ͥ ¹˙ VVL +040 


. ro nn» 

—ͤ ˙ A vu i» 

Dindigull i.. 
Tritchinopoly, . . . . + 5 
— . . 268 


* Since we came in poſſeſſion of the province of Malabar, a Poſt- office has been eſta- 


bliſhed by Government in that quarter. The preſent Poſt-maſter, I underſtand, reſides 
at Calicut, as the centre of the diſtrict, 


+ It is to be regretted, that there is no direct communication between Palicaud- 
cherry and Dindigul, owing to the intervention of part of the Coimbettore province, 
belonging to Tippoo, our tappals, or poſtmen, muſt therefore paſs through our ally the 
Rajah of Cochin's country. Formerly, the communication with the ſouthern provinces, 
and Madras, from the Malabar fide, was by the way of Anjengo, Palamcotta, and Ma- 
dura—perhaps the ſame route is ſtill obſerved ; but whether this be the cafe or not, many 
improvements could be introduced, and it would become matter of enquiry whether the 
little port of Tutacorin, in the gulf of Manara, and only 304 miles from Madras, might 
not, in certain reſpects, become highly conducive to the preſent object. There are 
many little harbours about Cape Comorin ; an eligible ſpot might be choſen, and 
uſed advantageouſly during the height of the ſouth-weſt monſoon : this ſubject ſurely 
deſerves attention. 


Maſulipatam, 
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Total of Britiſh miles from Cannanore 5 
— ᷣ cer, Ga. 


Ditto from Cannanore to Madras* . . . . 604 


By this route, Letters could be delivered at Madras in ſeven 
days, and at Calcutta in twenty-two, from the period of their 
arrival at Cannanore, which, if added to fifty days and twenty 
hours, the time required by the ſtatement page 21 1, makes, 


in all, to Madras 57 days 20 hours, Calcutta. 72 days and 
20 hours. 3 „ 


* Vide the Memoir of a Map of India, publiſhed by Major RENNELL. 
+ This ſtatement is made on the ſuppoſition of the packets being landed at Bombay, 
calculating the paſſage from Suez to that place at 25 days. The packets to Madras and 
Calcutta are propoſed to be landed at Cannanore, inſtead of Bombay, by which three or 
four days time will be gained, and may fairly be deducted from the above calculation. — 
Vide difference in diſtance by the Chart.—Beſides this advantage in regard to the voyage, 
that from the journey is greatly ſuperior. It will be obſerved, that by the preſent route 
from Bombay to Madras and Calcutta, by the way of Poona and Hydrabad, through the 
dominions of the Marattas and the Nizam, it requires 26 days to Madras, and to Calcutta 
36, for the delivery of letters; whereas by the route propoſed, which is entirely 
through our own country, or that of our immediate dependants, excepting in regard to 
180 miles of the Cuttac, betwixt Ganjam and Britiſh Orixa: Letters would be delivered at 
Madras 19, and at Calcutta 14 days earlier; a circumſtance of very material importance, 
and alone ſufficient to juſtify a decided preference, 


F 2 HOMEWARD. 


TP 1. 


HOMEWARD. 


Cannanore being the centrical point from which the cor- 


reſpondence from Great Britain ſhould be forwarded to our 
poſſeſſions on the coaſt of Coromandel, Bengal, and its depen- 
dencies, ſo it ſhould alſo be the place where the intelligence 
of India ſhould be collected. The public diſpatches from 
Bengal, Madras, the Carnatic, and coaſt of Malabar, might be 
added, with evident advantage, to thoſe of SONY and our 
pee to the northward. 


The diſpatches being cloſed, a cruizer ſhould fail direct 
from this port to Mocha, where the country boats are pro- 
poſed to be ſtationed, to carry them to Suez, and from thence 
to London, by the means already mentioned. 


The poſtage ſhould be paid on India letters as far as Can- 
nanore, and the remainder received on their arrival in Eng- 
land. The Poſt-maſters in India, who are civil ſervants of 


the Company, and appointed by the Governments there, would 


conduct the buſineſs in that Warter as a part of the preſent 
eſtabliſhment. 


To demonſtrate the favourable ſituation of Cannanore for 
the purpoſe, it is ſufficient to caſt an eye over the map of 
India “. The Malabar letters would be conveyed there expe- 


”_ 


* Vide the Map of India, publiſhed by Major RENNELL, 
ditiouſly, 
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6 
ditiouſly, and thoſe from Calcutta, ſent to Madras in fifteen 
days, would be tranſmitted with the Madras advices, acroſs 
the peninſula, in ſeven days, to Cannanore. Diſpatches 
would then be received in London from Madras in ſeventy 
days eight hours, and from Calcutta in eighty- five * and 
ei Sht hours“. 


It may be neceſſary to obſerve, that a ſmall diſpatch boat, 

during certain ſeaſons, would be very uſeful on the coaſt of 
Coromandel. Advices to and from Calcutta could be tranſ- 
mitted to and from Negapatam in leſs than ten days, from 
whence, by a poſt acroſs the country, by Tritchinopoly, in 
four or five days, to Cannanore, would prove a conſiderable 
ſaving of time. The utmoſt punctuality ſhould be obſerved 
in forwarding advices, whether by ſea or land, from the 
different Preſidencies, in order that they might arrive at the 
central ſpot within a day or two of each other, a thing per- 
fectly practicable in India, where the regularity of the ſeaſons 
would authoriſe calculations of this nature, to a great degree 
of niceneſs and certainty. 


Should a plan be adopted of the nature propoſed, a little 
experience of the periodical winds and currents in the Red 
Sea (and it is certain that our knowledge of this navigation 18 


* Or rather in three or four days leſs, for the reaſon mentioned in the preceding note, 
page 35. 5 
err, 
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very circumſcribed) * would enable us exactly to fix the pe- 


riods at which the packets from En — and thoſe from 
India 


We are indebted to the reſearches of Mr. Faden, of Charing-Croſs, who has pub- 


liſhed the only Chart, that can be at all depended on, of the Red Sea, and particularly of 


the upper part of the Gulf, from Cape Mahomed to Suez; but notwithſtanding the great 
attention paid by Mr. Faden, and his zeal to promote the ſecurity of Navigation, much 
is yet required to form a correct Chart. A ſurvey of this fea would not be Py 
the public ſpirit and patronage of the Eaft India Company. 

Pliny in his Nat. Hiſt. Lib. VI. Chap. XXIII. informs us, that the Romans were 
well acquainted with the periodical winds in the Red Sea, and the Monſoons in the 
Indian Ocean. In failing for India, they left the port of Berenice, on the Red Sea, in 
the ſummer months, when the wind blows from the north, and made the coaſt of Ma- 


labar in the ſouth-weſt monſoon, which they met without the ſtraits of Bab-el-Mandel. 


They returned acroſs the Indian Ocean with the north-eaſt monſoon, when they met 
with a ſoutherly or ſouth-weſt wind on their entering the Rea Sea,—Mr. Bruce, the 


celebrated traveller, who has made many judicious obſervations on the Red Sea, from 


cape Mahomet to the iſland of Perim, remarks, © That it is known to all thoſe who are 


ever fo little verſant in the hiſtory of Egypt, that the wind from the north prevails in 


„that valley all the ſummer months, and is called the Etęſian winds; it ſweeps the 


« valley from north to ſouth, that being the direction of Egypt, and of the Nile, which 
e runs through the midſt of it. The two chains of mountains, which confine Egypt on 
6 the eaſt and weſt, conſtrain the wind to take this preciſe direction.“ 

«© We may naturally ſuppoſe the ſame would be the caſe in the Arabian gulf, had that 


narrow ſea been in a direction parallel to the land of Egypt, or due north and ſouth. 


«© The Arabian Gulf, however, or what we call the Red Sea, lies from nearly north-weſt 
« to ſouth-eaſt from Suez to Mocha. It then turns nearly eaſt and. weſt till it joins the 
Indian Ocean at the Straits of Babelmandeb. The Eteſian winds, which are due 
« north in Egypt, here take the direction of the Gulf, and blow in that direction ſtea- 
« (ily all the ſeaſon, while it continues north in the valley of Egypt; that is, from April 
to October; the wind blows north-weſt up the Arabian gulf towards the Straits; and 


from November till March directly contrary, down the Arabian Gulf, from the Straits 


1 « of 


Ts) 

India ought to be made up at the reſpeCtive ſtations, and 
finally diſpatched, viz. from London towards India, and from 
Cannanore 


of Babelmandeb to Suez and the Iſthmus. Theſe winds, which ſome corruptly call 
« the trade-winds, is a very erroneous name given to them, and apt to confound nar- 
« ratives, and make them unintelligible. A trade-wind is a wind which, all the year 
6 through, blows, and has ever blown, from the ſame pe nt of the horizon ; ſuch is the 
« ſouth-weſt, ſouth of the Line, in the Indian and Pacific Ocean. On the contrary, 
+ theſe winds, of which we have now ſpoken, are called monſoons; each year they blow 
& fix months from the northward, and the other ſix months from the ſouthward, in the 
Arabian Gulf: while in the Indian Ocean, without the Straits of Babelmandeb, they 
blow juſt the contrary, at the ſame ſeaſons; that is, in ſummer from the ſouthward, 
«and in winter from the northward, ſubject to a ſmall infleCtion to the eaſt and to 
the welt. 


It may be neceſſary here to obſerve, that a veſſel failing from Suez, or the Elanitic 
„Gulf, in any of the ſummer months, will find a ſteady wind at north-weſt, which will 
« carry it in the direction of the Gulf of Mocha. At Mocha, the coaſt is eaſt and weſt 
„ to the Straits of Babelmandeb, ſo that the veſſel from Mocha will have variable winds 
for a ſhort ſpace, but moſtly weſterly, and theſe will carry her on to the Straits. She 
« is then done with the monſoon in the Gulf, which was from the north, and, being in 
the Indian Ocean, is taken up by the monſoon which blows in the ſummer months 
there, and is directly contrary to what obtains in the Gulf. This is a ſouth-weſter, 
„ which carries the veſſel with a flowing fail to any part in India, without delay or impe- 
„ diment. The ſame happens upon her return home. She fails in the winter months 
„ by the monſoon proper to that ſea, that is, with a north-eaſt, which carries her 
„through the Straits of Babelmandeb. She finds, within the Gulf, a wind at ſouth-eaſt, 
directly contrary to what was in the ocean; but then her courſe is contrary likewiſe, 
„ fo that a ſouth-eaſter, anſwering to the direction of the Gulf, carries her directly 
* to Suez, or the Elanitic Gulf, to which ever way ſhe propoſes going. Hitherto, all is 
plain, ſimple, and eaſy to be underſtood; and this was the reaſon why, in the earlieſt 

<< ages, the India trade was carried on without difficulty.“ 
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( 40 ) 
Cannanore to England. Occaſional official diſpatches could 
be conveyed by boats ready for caſes of exigency; and theſe 
to be conſidered as excluſive of the regular eſtabliſhment. 


It is rather ſingular that Mr. Bruce, like many others, applies the term Arabian Gulf 
to the Red Sea. Modern navigators, and moſt books written on the ſubject, hold the 
Arabian Gulf to be the ſea which ſeparates the coaſt of Arabia from that of India; and 
this diſtinction appears to be juſt. What Mr. Bruce mentions as the ſouth-weſt trade - 
wind to the ſouthward of the line is certainly meant for the ſouth-eaſt, which blows 
conſtantly between 125 and 30˙ ſouth, and which from the end of May to the middle of 
September extends nearly to the equator ; the remainder of the year the north-weſt winds 
prevail. The ſouth-weſt monſoon, which blows to the northward, never reaches the 
line, and conſequently does not prevail to the ſouthward of it. 
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THE PROBABLE EXPENCE OF THIS PLAN CONSIDERED. 


Ir will, it is to be preſumed, be no inconſiderable induce- 
ment to give this Plan a fair trial, ſhould it appear that it 
may be done at a very moderate expence to the Company. 


The Directors now avail themſelves of the regular poſts on 
the Continent, for the conveyance of their diſpatches by Vi- 


enna to Conſtantinople. 


The ſame mode might be adopted, with no increaſe of ex- 
pence, for conveying their diſpatches to Meſſina. 


It is neceſſ ary that an Agent ſhould be appointed at Meſ- 
ſina, to have under his charge two or three packet-boats*®, for 
the conveyance of the diſpatches from thence to Alexandria, 
and for bringing back thoſe forwarded to that port from 
India. Should I be permitted to take an active part in ac- 


* The packet-boats in the Mediterranean ſhould be from 70 to 80 tons; thoſe 
between Suez and Mocha of a ſmaller conſtruction. I am inclined to think that a veſſel 
ſomething on the model of the Tartar galley, or nearly on the ſame principle, and 
drawing about three feet and an half or four feet water, would anſwer the purpoſe.— 
See Captain FoxRRsr's deſcription of the Tartar Galley, in his Voyage to the Mo- 
lucca Iflands. 
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(. 42. ] 
compliſhing the propoſed object, I would engage, in fix 
months, to have two or more ſtout packet-boats in the Me- 
diterranean, built, maintained, and wholly equipped at my 
own expence, and would find ample ſecurity for the per- 
formance of this engagement. | 


The expence of forwarding the diſpatches through Egypt 
to Suez muſt be inconſiderable. The Company have at pre- 
ſent an active and experienced Agent at Cairo, who would 
undertake this ance. . 


The packet-boats propoſed to be employed in the Red Sea, 


and the cruizers between Mocha and the Malabar coaſt, may 
be included under the exiſting Marine Eſtabliſhment at Bom- 


bay, without any additional expence. 


Poſt-maſters are already ftationed through India; and any 


| ſmall addition to their eſtabliſhment would be reimburſed * 


the inland India Poſtage “. 


*The poſtage on inland letters muſt, if attended to, prove a ſource of conſiderable 


revenue to the Company, when conducted through our own territories, The poſtage, 
as now ſettled, is, for a ſingle letter, 
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It will appear from this ſtatement, that the only material 
expence in the Plan would be what might be thought fit to 
allow for the eſtabliſhment at Meſſina. I am ſo anxious to 
promote its ſucceſs, and fo fully perſuaded of its public ad- 
vantages, that I ſhall be far from impeding its attempt, by 
any private conſiderations; and ſhall never heſitate to confide 


in the candour and liberality of the Court of Directors for 


reward, ſhould my efforts be found to deſerve any. 
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' CONCLUSION. 


* Ir will naturally be ſuppoſed, that nothing, excepting the 
“fear of incurring a very heavy expence,” ſays Colonel 
Capper, in his Obſervations on the Paſſage to India, © can 
« prevent or retard the execution of a plan founded on both 
« policy and humanity ; but it may eaſily be proved, that if 
« an act of parliament ſhould paſs to eſtabliſh a poſt for India 


„letters, Government, or the Eaſt India Company, might 


„gain conſiderably by it. It is unneceſſary to enter into a 
„long ſeries of calculation to prove the truth of this aſſer- 


„ tion; but if Government will only give its ſanction and 


« ſupport to the plan, many individuals may be found who 


„will make the neceſſary advance of money, and, in ſhort, 


« defray the whole expence, upon being allowed to receive 
„Only a reaſonable poſtage on the letters. 


« By the ſeveral ways of the Cape of Good Hope, Suez, and 
« Buſſora, we ſhall be able to ſend diſpatches to and from 
India at all ſeaſons; but being excluded from any one of them, 
« there will be an anxious interval of ſome months in every 


year, when we ſhall be mutually ignorant of what is paſſing 
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« in the different countries. The beſt ſeaſon for leavin · 
England, to go by the Cape of Good Hope, commences in 
November, and ends in April; that by Suez commences in 
« April, and ends in the middle of June; and that by Buſſora 


«will be the beſt route all the reſt of the year.—To have a 
-« conſtant ſucceſſion of intelligence eſtabliſhed, almoſt as 


© regular as our poſts at home, would be but a very trifling, 
if any expence; would afford general ſatisfaction to every 
0 perſon. concerned 1 in India affairs; and, at the ſame time, be 


5 productive of innumerable advantages both to Govern- 


« ment and the Eaſt India Com any.” 
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CONCLUSION. 


Ir will naturally be ſuppoſed, that nothing, excepting the 
« fear of incurring a very heavy expence,” ſays Colonel 
Capper, in his Obſervations on the Paſſage to India, can 
« prevent or retard the execution of a plan founded on both 
« policy and humanity ; but it may eaſily be proved, that if 
« an act of parliament ſhould paſs to eſtabliſh a poſt for India 
« letters, Government, or the Eaſt India Company, might 
“gain conſiderably by it. It is unneceſſary to enter into a 
„long ſeries of calculation to prove the truth of this aſſer- 
tion; but if Government will only give its ſanction and 
« ſupport to the plan, many individuals may be found who 
« will make the neceſſary advance of money, and, in ſhort, 


« defray the whole expence, upon being allowed to receive 


« only a reaſonable poſtage on the letters. 


« By the ſeveral ways of the Cape of Good Hope, Suez, and 

« Buffora, we ſhall be able to ſend diſpatches to and from 
« India at all ſeaſons; but being excluded from any one of them, 
« there will be an anxious interval of ſome months in every 
„year, when we ſhall be mutually ignorant of what is paſſing 
6 in 


« in the different countries. The beſt ſeaſon for leaving 
6 England, to go by the Cape of Good Hope, commences in 
« November, and ends in April; that by Suez commences in. 
« April, and ends in the middle of June; and that by Buſſora 
«will be the beſt route all the reſt of the year. To have a 
-« conſtant ſucceſſion of intelligence eſtabliſhed, almoſt as 
| . regular as our poſts at home, would be but a very trifling, 

« if any expence; would afford general ſatisfaction to every 

" perſon | concerned in India affairs; and, at the ſame time, be 
9 productive of innumerable advantages both to Govern- 


* 


« ment and the Eaſt India Company.” 


( 46) 


— wee 


Nor r: 


IN order to ſhew the nature of the delays experienced in a journey to India by the 


n 


great deſart, it is neceſſary to premiſe, that a preference has in general been given to the 
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port of Venice, without conſidering the prevailing winds in the Adriatic at particular 
= ſeaſons, or the unſkilful pilotage of Sclavonian ſailors. It is always much better to prefer 
| i! # 2 port on the eaſtern ſhore of the Mediterranean; to proceed by land to the ſouthernmoſt 
parts of Italy or Sicily, and there to embark. Another circumſtance is, the Company's 
Agents have it very little in their power to promote diſpatch, from the difficulty in pro- 
curing a veſſel; and who after all perhaps ſupply you, at a great charge, with a bad 


failor, and an ignorant commander. 


4 The delay which Mr. Irwin experienced on his journey was nearly ſimilar to my own 
if | —the one caſe fully confirms the other; and I truſt will be a caution to all travellers to 
4 India from frequenting any of the ports of the Adriatic. 


It will be obſerved, that Mr. Irwin of the Madras, and Mr. Smyth of the Bombay 
If! | | eſtabliſhments, were, according to the firſt gentleman's account, ** entruſted with diſ- 
*H e patches from the DireQors of the India Company to the Governments of Bombay and 
« Madras, 700 important to admit of delay; conſequently they were entitled to every at- 
tention, exertion, and ſupport which the Company's Agents had in their power to be- 
ſtow. From the zeal and anxiety ſhown on all occaſions by Mr. Irwin to proceed with 
celerity, and from the perſonal knowledge I had of Mr. Smyth, I am convinced no ex- 
ertion or aſſiduity was wanting on their part to fulfil the commiſſion entruſted to their 
care as ſpeedily as in their power. The circumſtances of delay attending the miſſion of 
theſe gentlemen will be explained in the following report of their journey over land, 
from leaving England the 26th October, 1780, to their arrival at Bombay, the 29th 
May, 1781. 


They left London on the 26th October, 1780, and arrived at Venice the 6th No- 
vember following. | | 


Embarked 


Embarked on board a Sclavonian trabaculo the 14th November—failed the ſame day. 

Returned to Venice on the 18th, after an ineffectual attempt, having been deſerted by 
the captain and the crew, and obliged to ſhift for themſelves. 

Embarked again in a Sclavonian ſhip on the 12th December—ſailed the ſame ay; 

On the 18th anchored at Yarbonne, a ſmall haven in Corzola, 

On the 26th ſailed, and on the 28th anchored in Cattaro Bay. 

On the 29th January, 178r, failed from Cattaro Bay, with a northerly wind. 

On the 8th February anchored at Lernica, in the ifland of Cyprus, where they re- 
mained only 24 hours; and on the 12th February arrived at Latachea. 

Left Latachea the 15th February ; arrived at. Aleppo on the 20th. 

Left Aleppo the 19th March, and arrived at Bagdad the oth of April. 

Left Bagdad the 21ſt of April, and arrived at Buſſora on the 2d of May. 

On the 5th of May ſailed from Buſſora, with the wind at N. W. and arrived at Muſcat 
on the 20th, and at Bombay on the 29th of ſame month. 


On account of a further detention at Bombay, it was not till the end of June that Mr. 
Irwin arrived at Madras, the place of his deſtination, 


I now ſubjoin a ſhort detail of my own diſappointments, and which were ſubmitted to, 
by me, with the greater reluctance, from the very earneſt deſire I poſſeſſed to reach the 
place of my deſtination with all poſſible diſpatch, 


Report of a Fourney over land from ENGLAND to INDIA, in the years 1789-90, 


Left London the 21ſt Auguſt, 1789, and arrived at Venice the 8th September. 


Detained at Venice by the A s Agent in procuring the veſſel till the 18th 
September. 


Sailed the 21ſt, and the 26th put into Cattaro Bay, en I was FREE" till the 20th 
of October. 


Sailed the 20th of October, and arrived at Zant the 1ſt of November. 


Detained at Zant by the Sclavonian commander till the 13th November, when at the 
expence of two hundred guineas I was obliged to hire an Engliſh brig to Scandaroone or 
Latachea.—Sailed, and the 28th anchored in the bay of Scandaroone. 


Left Scandaroone the 3oth, and arrived at Aleppo the 4th December, 
Detained at Aleppo in procuring an eſcort to the 1 5th, 


Left 
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(8B) 
Left Aleppo the 15th December, and arrived at Buffora the 19th January, 1570. 
Sailed from Buſſora the 24th, and after a paſſage of twenty-one days arrived at Bombay 
the 23d February.— N. B. I was detained ten days at Buſheer, by the loſs of the 
veſſel's rudder, from her ſtriking on Buſſora bar. 


It will be obſerved that out of 185 days, the time ſpent in travelling from London to 


Bombay, there are no leſs than 804 days loſt, I may almoſt ſay in unneceſſary delays ; and 
that the delays experienced by Mr. Irwin exceed what Thad ſo much reaſon to complain of. 


Mr. Irwin and myſelf unluckily made choice ofthe Gulf of Venice, where veſſels are 


difficult to be had for the Levant, From the extent as well as danger of the great deſart much 
time is ſpent in procuring the guard, proviſions, water, and baggage, that muſt neceſſarily 


accompany you. The extreme heat of the ſummer, and the piercing cold of the winter 
months are equally adverſe to European conſtitutions, perhaps not inured to the fatigue 


of long tedious marches, and an inhoſpitable climate: but, indeed, I am firmly perſuaded 


that meſſengers of the country are on every occaſion to be preferred, unleſs, as Mr. Dal- 


rymple obſerves, where verbal diſpatches are entruſted to a European, in caſe of accident 


to his written ones. Another circumſtance which creates delay is the want of camels at 


Aleppo; for unleſs they arrive in the caravans from Buſſora and Bagdad, there are none 


procurable in that neighbourhood. It will be obſerved, that almoſt every delay would 
have been obviated, had an Engliſh packet-boat been ready at Meſſina, and had the diſ- 
patches been forwarded through Egypt or Arabia by a country meſſenger. It is rather 
remarkable that Colonel Capper had nearly the ſame reaſon of complaint with Mr. Irwin 
and myſelf. That gentleman was four months and ten days f,om Leghorn to Bombay, 
See page 100 of his Journey. | 
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APPENDIX. 


Fox the benefit of gentlemen proceeding over land to India, 
whether for diſpatch or amuſement, I have annexed ſeveral 
routes through Europe to the Mediterranean, from which 
they may 0 the moſt convenient or agreeable. 


The moſt eli gible route for travellers from London to 
Meſſina, during the * war, I * to be the fol- 


a 


lowing. * 
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l 1 E 

FF "| 22 | 
London to Yank 3 dl | Iienburg - = 4 | 118 
Yarmouth by the packet | Wernigerada - =< | 4 | 122 
to the 8 and , Elbingerada - 4 | 126 
Hamburgh 3 Haſelfeld — 8134 
Bergendorf - - 8s Stolberg 8142 
Zollenſpicker 3 6 14 Kelbra 81150 
Winſen 620 Sega - „ 
Lunepurg -  - 12 32 Weiſſenſee - 8 166 
INES. -—-- - = - 20 | 52 Erfurt — - 12 178 
Hanckenſ batte! [12 54 Arnſtat = | 8 j186 
Gifhorn 116 80 Ilmenau 3194 
Brunfevic = - | 16. 96 Frauenwald - - 83202 
- — 4 1100{| Eisfeld — — - | 214 
= 1 6 106 Coburg - = -— | 12 226 
Appelrodlsl¶wa | 8 114 Kaltenberg = } 12 22 
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| Diſtance, in 


Eng. miles. 


Radilsdorf - 
Bamberg - 
Forcheim - 
Beyerſdorf - 
Erlang - 


_ Tennenloh - 


Buch - 
Nurenberg* - 


Kernburg 


Thalmeſſing 


Greding 
Ingolſtadt 
Pſaffenhoven 

Munich 

Wolfrathſhauſen 
Lachenheim 
Mittenwald 
Frauenberg 
Inſprucꝶ — 

Matrayy = 
Brennerberg - 


Sterzengen 


Brixen 
Clauſe 
Colmarn — 
Batzen 
Neumarck -=- 
Salon 
St. Michel 
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*The route by Augſburg is as follows: 6 


Nurenbe 
Schwabac 
Weiſſenberg 
Pappenheim 
Monſheim 
Donawarth 
Merdengen 
Weſtendorf 
Langweit 
Obenhauſen 


4 


Goa 


Roveredo 


Peri 
Volarne 


Caſtel Nuevo 


Rovero 


Mantua 


St. Benedetto 
Concordia 


Mirandola 


Buon Porto 
Caſtel St. Giovanni 


Bologna 
Lojano 


Pietra Mala 
Refreddo 
Scarperia 


Vaglio 


Uccellatoio 
Florence 
Caſciano 


Tavernelle 
Poggibonzi 


Sienna 
Borgo 


Lucignano 


Buon Convento 
Torrinieri = 
La Scala 


Radicofani 
Pontẽ Centino 


Augſburg 


Landſberg - 
_ Rokeſfſel - 


Tenhauſen 
Schonge 


Ethal - - 
Parlinkerch - 
Mettlewald 
Inſpr uck, 


e L e 1 
= 2 | 1 | 2 
a | 3 | 
11 FRE 
r 3 Ag 
l — — | 8 | 5 94 2 de Pagani - - | - _ 
olſen - =- = [10604 Salerno O7 
Monte Fiaſcone 9 613 Taverna Pinta - 10817 
Viterbo - - ][ 8 621 [Evol - - -< - 8 825 
Ronceglione T 10 631 * Scorſo 10835 
Monte Roſſi - - - | 8 639| Soles - . -. - - | ws 
Baccano <- <= = 7 |646 j| Sala = - - = = | 10 | 855: 
Prima Porta -< } 7 [653 ||Cafalnuovwa - - -— | 9 | 864 
MN: <0 OO, a $ | 661 ||Laganero - - - 7371 
Torredemezzavia - 6 | 667 CCC 883 
Veletn iii 1 Roton daa 589 
Ciſterna = = 6 [687 || Caſtro Villari - - 10908 
 Sermonetta' = - 395 Ero [6914 
CEO % H -. - þ G90 
Piperno - - = - 9 |[712||Pontow - - - - | 6 | 926 
F ne rom — - [| 1o 722 3 FV! 5 931 
q onhdt'” 0 = 9 731 Belletto - - - [10 941 
5 Mola 9 740 Martor ano = |. $5 946 
. Carigliano [9749 St. Beagio - - - | 6 | 952 a 
| St. Agatha - - 10 759 Fondico della Sica - - | 10 | 962 
| Francoliſſe = 5 |7564 || Montelione - - = | 10 | 972 
= Capua Nova = = = 4 |768 || St. Pietro di Melito - 6 | 978 
38 Averſa - = <- = 6 |774||Drok - —- . -  - | 6 | 984 
” Naples 775 Paſſi di Solano 5 989 
: Torre del Greco - 6 |785 || Fuimara di Moro - - 6 | 995 


er 
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Torre della Nunziata - 10 |795|Megfma - — - = | 12 1007 


Total number of miles from Hamsurcn to Messina - - =- 1007 
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The calculation of diſtances in the above route 1 ſhould 
imagine to be ſhort of the actual ſtages; they are extracted 
from Nugent's grand tour, and are, I apprehend, computed 

miles only: if one fourth more were added, I ſhould judge it 
nearer the truth.—Dutens, who is tolerably correct in regard 


to diſtances, gives the following route between NUREMBERG 
and NAPLES. | | 


a2 Nuremberg 
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2 EF z | REMARKS. 
2 E 
3 
| | B. M. 
Nuremberg = | 
1 119 7 1 Jo 
Ott — 1 | I 1 | * 8 | 
Pleinfeld by 34 7 4 2 j The poſt is extremely . well 
Dietfurt 1 a f 2 45 regulated all through Germany, 
Monheim 18 5 1 29 although the accommodation is 
Donawert I 110 7] 2 26 but indifferent, both in regard 
Meitingen 1213 2} 23 to Proviſions, and accommoda- 
| Aug ſourg - 1214 of 2 20 tion; excepting in large towns. 
Schwabmuchen Is q3 2) Travelling by poſt is the moſt 
Buckloch - 1 fin 1 2 26 | comfortable way ; as the ſtage- 
Kaufbeyrer” 1 15 3 2 coaches of the country are ex- 
1 1 12 3/2 35 tremehy ill contriyed and tedious, 
Fueſſen 1 13 43 20 | A German poſt may be called 
Heiderwang 1 [13 of 3 45 twelve Engliſn miles: you pay 
beate u [3-88 207 about a florin a poſt for each 
Nazareith - 1 0 7/3 5 2 except in the Emperor's 
Bayerwis - 118 42 5 dominions, where it is only three 
Diſtinbach 1 1 23 © | quarters of a florin. The Ger- 
Infpruck - 1 fro 201 57 mans keep their accounts in rix- 
Schoemberg 17 22 10 dollars, florins, and creutzers. 
Steinach < 18 11 48 A rix-dollar is a florin and a half, 
Brenner 17 ar ng and fixty creutzers make a florin, 
Sterzingen 19 5| 2 40 A guinea is worth eleven florins; 
Mitte wald ir %% 21 48 and a louis d'or nearly as much. 
ES: 1 | 8 1] 1 45 | A ducat is worth four florins and 
Colman ui os 30 fourteen creutzers.— In the Tirol 
Teutſchen - Ir | 6 3/1 40 | you muſt naturally expect the 
Bolzano [1 5 3 1 46 roads to be very rugged, and 
Brandſa!l 17 5 38 | ſteep, and in ſome places dan- 
Naimarck -« 11 | 7 11 1 40 | Berous: but the country 1s highly 
St. Michel I: ji2 0% 2 2 pictureſque, and well deſerving 
Trent - = 110 2] I 55 the traveller's attention.— In Italy 
Roveredo 1 14 1 the 
Ala 1110 3] 2 20 
Peri 1 [11 of 1 44 
Volarm = 19 1] 2 20 
Verona = | 12 7]2 50 


Villa Franca 
Roverbella 
Alantua 
Burgoforte 
Re 

>; 1 1 
Somoi 
Beloguia 
Pianoro 
Loiano 
Feligara 
Cubillario 
Monte Careli 
Alle Maſcherre 
Caffagiolo = 
Fontebuona 
Florence 
St. Caſſiano 
Alle Tavernelle 
Poggibonzi 
Caſtiglioncello- 
Hienna 
 Montarone 
Buonconvento 
Tornieri 
La Scala - 
Ricorſi 
Radicofani 
Ponte Centino 
Aqua Pendente 
St. Lorenzo 
Bolſena 
Montefiaſcone 
Viterba * 

La Montagne de Veterbo 
Ronciglione 
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IR roads are generally good, 
which makes poſting very agree- 
able. The Roman mile is about 
fifty toiſes ſhorter than the En- 
faut, mile.— The Italians have 
equins, crowns, and paoli. The 
ſequin is worth nearly twenty 
paoli; and the Roman crown 
about ten.— For two chaiſe-horſes 
you pay eight paoli per poſt; and 
for a ſaddle-horſe three: an Ita- 
lian poſt is ten miles. It is very 
difficult in many places to pro- 
cure lodging, eſpecially a bed; 


g| it is therefore adviſeable for a 


traveller to have his own bed- 
ding, which can be eaſily put up 
in a : ſmall canvas or leather bag; 
provided in this manner, you can 
readily put up at a convent, or 

any ſmall inn on the road, where. 
the beds are generally execrable. 
A little clean ſtraw is always 
to be had. —It is proper to 


provide yourſelf at large towns 


with as much victuals and wine 

as will ſerve you to the next 

good ſtage; by this means 2 
v 


There is another road from Modena to Florence, but the Bologneſe is generally preferred, 
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8 9 8 8 REMARKS. 
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ö A 1 
| H. M. 
Monteroſi i! - jt | 9 | 1 40 
Baccano '- - - - [t]6 9 1: 4: 
La Swim - -- = 1 8 4 1 28 EE] | | 
Rome 1 | T 30 | will be well taken care of, which 
Torre di Mezza Via 3 , 8 2] 1 20 | vould not otherwiſe be the caſe. 
Marino 7 6 21 0A traveller ſhould avoid, in 
Faiola :!!! - IS 01-0 | the different ſtates of Germany 
„ and Italy, having in his poſſeſſion 
„ 1 30 | more money o of any ſtate than 
Sermoneta - — 1 60 50 what is ſufficient for his expences 
Le Caſenuo ve - - 18 6 1 40 in it: for what is current in one, 
. ͤ— ̃ÄAĩ may not be fo in another. 
Marciti )FFC 12085 Poſtillions, barriers, and the paſ- 
Terracins - - - - |*17 8] 1.30 | ſage of rivers, are paid by the 
. E 62 10 traveller, beſide his expence of 
„ 
Mola di Gazta - - 144 | 
Gariglianso - 18 1] 1 15 
St. Agata - - 9 2 1 25 
Francolifi - - - - |1]g 71 25 
Capua - - [18 601 25 
Averk - - c 4 f 2 0 
„„ 


The diſtance from Rome to Civita-Vechia, where travellers 
may embark for Naples or Meſſina, is forty-four miles. But 
ſhould the port of Leghorn be preferred, the route from 
Florence 1s as follows : 


From Florence to La Laſtra — 1 Poſt 
LAmbrogiana 1 do. 
Ta Scols - 
Caſtel 


* 


Caſtel del Boſco - - -- - 1 Poſt „ 5 
1 P a 06 

, 0:85 4 
Leghorn <- = = = = 14 Miles, 


There is another road by Peſtoia and Lucca, which is not | 
ſo near, though pleaſanter. | | 
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CAPTAIN TAYLOR'S ROUTE © 


FROM 


1 LONDON TO VENICE, 


5 IN AUGUST 1789. 


Ly 


= 


Helvoetſluys, and from thence by the Moordyke and Ant- 
werp to Mec 


n, by water; from whence to Lovain it is 
only two poſts; or from Fluſhing in the ſame manner. 
here is a canal from Oſtend to Bruſſels, for thoſe who chooſe 


very commodious, all through the Low Countries. 


N. B. In time of peace, travellers may go from Harwich to | 


that route.—Travelling by water is remarkably cheap, and: 


* 


Delays. 


ed 


| 


ice. 
Poſts. || Time on road, 


4 to Ven 


S 


Engliſh miles. 


Y | 
2 
” 
D 


Route fro 


STAGES 


London to 
1, Dover 
2. Oſtend, by water 
3- Bruges 
4. Alter 
5, Ghent 
8. Aſche 


9. Bruſſels 


6. Quadright 
7. Aloſt 


16. La Batiſe 
17. Aix la Chapelle 


10. Cortemberg - 


11. Lovain 
12. Tirlemont 
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Remarks. 


ORR, 
a accommodation at the hotel de la Cour Imperial. 
Good accommodation at the poſt. 

* No accommodatian, 

5. Very good accommodation at the poſt. T here is a navigable colt from 

hence to Oſtend, with good boats—on the Scheld, 

6. Bad accommodation. 

7. Bad accommodation.—On the Dender. 

8. Good at the poſt. 

9. Excellent at the hotel d Angleterre — ſlept and breakfaſted—the roads 
from Oſtend to this place are well paved; the country level, and affording 
but little variety. — The K of Bruſſels is moſt delightful. 

10. No accommodation. 

11. Pretty good at the poſt Delayed from want of cattle. 

12. Pretty good at the poſt. 

13. At the poſt the accommodation is bad; there is, however, a decent hotel 
in the town. — We here experienced a great delay, from want of horſes 4 
none procurable before two in the morning. | 

14. Hores is a dirty village, where you will find no — 
this ſtage and the preceding, St. Tron, you quit the Low Countries, and 
enter Germany. Tou loſe the Pave after ſome diſtance from Bruſſels, 
and the road becomes worſe. 

15. The poſt-houſe is out of the town, a poor houſe ; there are plenty of com- 
modious hotels within the gates. Croſſed the Meuſe. 

16. A new and a good inn; the ſtage to this place is exceedingly ſteep and bad 
road; horfes and driving bad —here another 2 ; not a horſe to be had 
for ſeyeral hours. 

17. In conſequence of the great reſort to this place, a traveller has à right to 

expect good, and even elegant accommodation. —We were here within a 
ſhort diftance -of Spa, but through very deep reads.—The approach to 
Aix la Chapelle, for fqur miles, Is unſpeakably bad, being mountainous, 
with heavy ſand ; the country about overgrown with buſhes, and extremely 
wild in appearance—halted all night to procure caſh from the bankers. _ 

18. Indifferent accommodation No horſes—complained to the commandant, 

who aſſured us we ſhould have the firſt that came in. 

ig. A dirty village—nothing good. 
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Route from London to Venice. 
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STAGES. | Engliſh miles. || Poſts. || Time on road. 


_— 


u. | F. n. M. 
IR _ [253] © 
20. Cologne - | 15] © 


Iz | 4 35 


21. Bonn - - | 16] 3 | 13 | 3 | 40 


22. Remmagan - = = = 1 13 2 . 5 


23. Andernack — 


13 1 iz | 3 | 40 


24. Coblentz 
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25. Naſ an - - - | 15] e || 12 | = | 50 


z 
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7 
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1 
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8 
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26. Narſtetin 
27. Swalback - - - - - - 1110 2 30 


n | 
CERT Is I 30 
29. Mayen - - - - - 15 © 1 
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20. At the Ville 4 Pr rags thierable 3 arriving juſt before the Ses ſhut, 
. obliged to remain till five next morning; ſlept in our clothes. 

21. Good accommodation. — The laſt ſtage along the banks of the Rhine to 
the town; the country beautiful, with pleaſant 9 on the river ſide 
halted till the horſes fed. 

22. A dirty, mean place; no sccmrigdetion. Here we were informed that 
the fair at Franckfort prevented our getting horſes; and although we ar- 
rived at one o'clock, we were detained till within twenty minutes of ſix, at 
a wretched public houſe ; bad victuals, and ſour wine, with abundance of © 
impoſition—at laſt no horſes for the ſervants the driving bad. 

23. A very comfortable poſt-houſe. The laſt. ſtage, notwithſtanding every in- 
convenience, proved the moſt pleaſing one we had experienced. The 

| Rhine confined between the hills, with neat houſes cloſe on the river, 
with the vineyards. extended on the ſides of the mountains, and an excel- 
lent road keeping the exact direction of the ſtream, which frequently opened 
upon us with freſn beauty, gave unſpeakable grandeur to the ſcene. The 
cleareſt moon-ſhine I ever recollect to have ſeen, brought us to the gates 
of Andernack. Our hoſt, under various pretences, delayed our departure 
till morning; pleading the gates being ſhut, no horſes, and in ſhort, ſeemed 
_ unwilling to loſe our cuſtom ; in return gave us ſome of the beſt wine we 
had yet taſted. N | 

24. Good accommodation—on the confluence of the Rhine and Moſelle, paſt 
the former on a pont volant. 

25. Poor and ill built—no accommodation. — This ſtage we were under the 
neceſſity of taking ſix horſes, the road being extremely ſteep and moun- 
tainous. At two leagues from Coblentz, paſt the hot baths of Embs; this 

lace belongs to the Prince of Orange.—-No horſes. 

26. Very bad accommodation, —The laſt ſtage ſix horſes half way only, —A 
little out of Naſſau, croſſed the Lahn on a flat-bottomed boat. 

27. A poor, ill-built village, with bad accommodation No horſes till three i in 
the morning; 'obliged to fleep in wretched beds in our cloaths; ſet out 

with ſix horſes, on account of the bad road. —Hot baths. 

298, Good accommodation. Warm baths. No horſes. 

29. Good accommodation. Large, ſpacious city, but narrow ſtreets —Croſſed 

the Rhine to the town, over a handſome _ of boats. 

30. wine accommodation —che town long, ſteep, ill-built, and dirty—On the 
R ine. 
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Route from London to Venice. 
"EIA 


STAGES. 


Weſterſtetten 


43 
44. Ulm 


Geoppingen 
42. Guiflingen 


34. Waughauſil 
36. Carlſrhue 

38. Enbzwingen 
39. Conſtatt 

40. Blockingen 


37. Pforzheim 


41. 


. | ** 8 
I . 2 1 4 e. r ” = I ja. 2 2 2 — — 2 — — — —— 1 „ 0 en — 4 A — & r - * 1 ach 2 ” 8 2 Py" e 
94 rr 2 13 ͤ VP I 7 7 _— 11 ˙² ¹ AA tint or #5 ⅛ RES . ̃⁰² EG wer err OO IS — 
+ £1 * . 2 ** * 3 2 . „ on 4 1 5 ny — =Y 8 . 1 * n * * B53 0s 2 1 
5 I * 2 1 Is 4 2 ry * = wh : „ 7 3 — 5 
6 : . 


4” 


2 : q > — : " 
— r _s 8 —— — 2 — or — 293 — — ee # 22 2 . 

Nr . 3 ; . n — —— — an — — 2 ps 

2 : . GOO . CREST MS — 27 * 7 r : 


7 — * —— — — äͤ— — 8 
— — — — — n —— - _— —— . — 7 n 8 ; — | . 
i . N l — 0 — ——# — : . — * . - 2 r — I . to l reg cs bv . 
Y * ** ” p „ <A rage. A — - —— ds GR p a 1 — + 246." — n n Cans, op 4 * * + 52/4 * ry S FY 1 0 4,62 and a "9 APR * < N N - _ W- 7 2 
6 * P IF: * es _ Er | — — 1 ZE 7 U — ; 4 3 Shy 1 
: 8 — — - 2 0 2 ——— * * = be — 3 . * 5 
. —— En IT OT on 0 + eee re er argon, Eg ang 1 : ; — — . . n N 011,146 5.24. 2 02:2: 2008 oa r 
— . —— —-—i pong = 6:02 , ; , x . — — —_— 2 r - 2 Wr A —Ků̃ - r as. wx rn a IA hong 
. = — * (2 " — — 8 COS, = a * * en D 5 q 1 b l * - l | \ \ | G 


enn 


Remarks. 


He poſt an elegant Hotel. We arrived here with our horſes jaded, 
having brought them on two ſtages, halting nearly an hour at Oppenheim 
ts refreſh them. On coming to the poſt at half paſt fix P. M. found a 
| _— to detain us all night, for the benefit of the houſe ; with much 
trouble we got horſes dt Hine, but too lite, as the poſt-rmaſter well knew, 
to gain adrhittance into Manheim: we were, therefore, obliged to ſleep in 
- the carriage, under a very heavy rain, at a ſmall village, within three miles 
of that place, where we changed horſes, and croſſed a very handſome bridge 

of boats to Manheim, at five b'clock—On the Rhine. „ 
32. Elegant W _— with excellent wine, eſpecially Burgundy and 
Tokay— filled a baſket with cold victuals, and ſome of the beſt wine; 
having buſineſs to trahſact with the banker, halted ten hours. On the 

* hie iid err. 3 15 
33. A neat little inn, where we dined very comfortably.—Laſt ſtage the iron- 
work which ſupported the hind ſpring of the carriage gave way had it 

repaited. The poſt a ſingle houſte—bad accommodation. | 

34. A dirty village; bad atcommodation.—The poſtillion at Waugbhauſil by 
ſolne miſtake took the BY road, and carried us conſiderably. out of 


31. At t 


4 


£ 


the way: the neareſt and beft is as follows. 


 Wavughauſil 
Bruſchal - - - - 1x Poft 
Kentlingen - 1+ do. 
_ Gutzwingen - - - 14 do 


5 Cans - - - -. 3% a 
35. At Ctaben the miſtake was diſcovered, but too late to return, and after 
much altercation, I procured from the poſt-maſter the neareſt route - tra- 
_ velling all night. 3 En Yo. 
36. The poſt but indifferent. —Obliged to hire a chaiſe for the ſervants. 
37. Tolerably good at the poſt. —Tedious road. 
38. The poſt ſcarcely tolerable Nothing better to be had. 
39. Tolerable. : 
40. Indifferent. 


41. Neat accommiodation—A' ſmall village. 3 
42. Decent accommodation itt a very indifferent village —Slept in our clothes. 
43. Single houſe, very good —horſes excellent. gs ” 

44. Good accorimodation ; good drivers and horſes. The Danube, which we 
croſſed at Ulm, is here an inconſiderable ſtream, but very rapid. _ 
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435. Bad.— Pretty country.—Good horſes and driving. 
46. Good. —A neat little fortified town, remarkably clean. 
47. A ſingle houſe, very handſome.—This part of the country extremely plea- 
ſant, with good roads, particularly here, where they are not inferior to that of 
Bath—the clumps of trees and the diſtant view of the Alps affording A 
pleaſing proſpect; the people here begin to underſtand Italian. 
48. Aecommodation very indifferent at the poſt.— This place is famous 61 a 
large and handſome abbey—being fatigued, remained all night." Stands 
on the river Iller. 
49. The poſt a ſingle houſe; very good. An eaſy aſcent fot Kenpih. 
50. No accommodation — road good amongſt hills. The poſt- maſter here OY 
ſave a traveller ſomething in point i of diſtance, by ſending him a near road 
direct to Lermes, and thereby avoiding Feuſen; but in this caſe you muſt 
pay a guildef a horſe to the poſt-maſter of that place; but in doing ſo you 
both ſave money and diſtance. | 
51, Poor aceomtodation. A romantic ſituation; an old caſtle, waterfall, ſur- 
' * , rounding hills, and a covered bridge, which is frequently met with in the 
Tyrol; the river Leck runs paſt, and near to the foot of the Alps: the 
bridges being of wood, are 4 to preſerve them from the rain. 
52. The poſt good, and neat.— Five miles from Fuefen, which is nearly the 
commencement of the Tyrol, you begin to afcend the Alps; and ſoon after 
you paſs the little fort of Nubas, which formerly was garriſoned, but ſince 
the war between the Emperor and the Turks, the gatriſon of Nubas, as 
well as all the other ſmall forts on the Alps, are withdrawn: they are built 
in ſituations to command Ws moſt difficult paſſes, —Reita ſtands alſo on the 
tiver Leck. 1 55 ORIG 
53. Good e the river Loyſa, ticrwens Reita and | 
Lermes, paſſed through the caſtle of Ehrenburg, but n contained no 
cons © 
54. But 8 indifferent nnn road being very dangerous 
next ſtage, drank tea whilſt the moon was getting up. 
55. The poſt a ſingle houſe, with good accommodation, . 
56. Bad accommodation. 

57. Excellent inns—No horſes. Count Potocki, the Poliſh Ambaſſador to 
the Porte, having gone on a ſhort time before we arrived; obliged to wait 
their return, along with many other travellers, the Count's ſuite being nearly 
one hundred people, — On the river Inn. 
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38. Poſt a ſingle houſe ; bad accommodation. Came this Pp with ſix horſes; 


59. 
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aſcent all the way. 
Good accommodation—A ſmall village. 


60, Poſt a ſingle houſe; no accommodation—the road much confined, bur 


6g. 
70. 


tolerably good. 


Bad accommodation. 


. The poſt, bad A ſmall village; road good; deſcent from the laſt ſtage. 

. Tolerable accommodation.—On the confluence of the Runtz and Eiſoch. 

The poſt a ſingle houſe ; no accommodation—the road along the Sill. 

" poſt a ſingle houſe; no accommodation road a narrow deſcent * 
e Sill. 


Excellent houſe, and handfhmg town—dined at the Sun,—Vinepards in 
excellent order. \ 


Bad accommodation.—Here the country begins to open. 


. No accommodation. 


No accommodation. —Road good. No horſes; obliged to wait the moſt 
part of the night in the carriage. 
No accommodation. 


71. Good accommodation. No horſes. Changed our route for the aber; 
taking the low road to Venice in place of the hilly one by the way of Balſano. 
No accommodation. The road pretty good along the Adige. 


. and 74. Changed horſes at Roveredo, and arrived at _"_ 
. Accommodation not 


. Indifferent accommodation. —Halted twenty minutes. 

. Excellent inns - breakfaſted.— On the Adige. 

. Indifferent accommodation — Fine roads, good horſes and drivers. | 
. Bad accommodation—a little place —On the way thither broke down ; 


80. 


halted and repaired. 
Good accommodation, and excellent roads, with great expedition. 


81. No accommodation. — Roads good. | 
82, The Aquila d'oro an excellent inn, where we ſupped.—On the Brenta. 


83. 


Down the river Brenta in a covered boat, and croſſed the Lagune to 
Venice, which took us ten hours, from Padua: I apprehend, from our 
leaving Padua at night, that the boatmen were not very active, and that it 
may be done in much leſs time. There are a few inconſiderable locks 
on the river, if it may be termed fo, having more the ber e of a 
mud ditch.— By land from Padua to Dolo is ten Engliſh miles; from 
thence to Fuſina the ſame diſtance; Fuſina being ſituated where the 
Brenta dobouchẽs into the Lagune, you mult take a ſmall boat to carry 
you acroſs to Venice, which is diſtant about three or four miles. ˖ 
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Ir will be obſerved, that our great ground of complaint during this journey 
was the delay occaſioned from the want of horſes; the poſt-maſters frequently 
not keeping up their proper number, or elſe employing them at their farms, 


or other drudgery. As alſo from the badneſs of the roads at ſome times, and 
the bad driving of the German poſtillions, whom neither money nor menaces 


can rouſe from their lethargy. In Italy the drivers are much more alert, and 
approach nearer in every reſpect to thoſe of England. —The harneſs all through 
both Germany and Italy is infamouſly bad, frequently nothing better than com- 
mon rope, and often of untanned leather, ſo rotten that you are continually ap- 
prehenſive of ſomething giving way; and your temper much tried by the tedious 


repairs of your phlegmatic guide, who diſmounts to adjuſt his harneſs with 


the ſolemnity of a ſenator. From this fact it is neceſſary to have harneſs for 


four, or even ſix horſes, eſpecially with a coach, as you are ſometimes obliged, 


in long ſtages, and where the roads are bad, to take that number. Good 
Engliſh ſaddles for your ſervants will enable them to continue on horſeback 
much longer than if they were ſupplied with the vile uneaſy German ones. 
Afterwards they will be found particularly uſeful ſhould a traveller prefer the 


great deſart, as they are much more pleaſant than the ſaddles procured in Syria, 


and withal much cooler in warm weather. — The lightneſs, and at the ſame time 
the ſtrength of your carriage, is a circumſtance to be conſidered in travelling 
through Germany; where that is united in a poſt- chaiſe, I ſhould prefer it to 
any other conveyance whether Engliſh or foreign. | | 


The want of horſes conſtitutes, as I have already ſaid, a great grievance, 


and is a convincing proof of the bad effects of monopolies. No perſon in the 


town or village but the poſt-maſter dare to give you horſes, unleſs with his 
permiſſion ; and for this excluſive right the Emperor receives a handſome duty, 
to the great annoyance of travellers, particularly of thoſe who come to ſpend 
their money abroad, and who experience delays and inconvenience in being 
frequently obliged to halt at dirty inns without accommodation of any kind, 
To an Engliſh traveller nothing can be more diſguſting.—For theſe delays 


there is no redreſs. I attempted at Juliers to complain to the commandant, in 
whoſe hands I was told the authority lay; he acquainted me that I ſhould be 


ſupplied with the firſt horſes that arrived, allowing them half an hour to eat 
their 


( 2x ) 


their corn, But this was nothing to what we ſuffered at Wiſbad, a place 
famous for its hot baths. On our arrival we were told the horſes would be 
immediately put to; but, to our utter mortification, before that happened, the 
diligence came in, ſept. the ſtable of every horſe, and 0 
carriage, to contemplate the miſeries of human life, in the figure of every mi- 
ſerable invalid as they crawled from their quarters to wall in the garden, or to 
uſe the medicinal waters of this place, at an early hour in the morning. The 
poſt- maſter ſeeing us determined not alight, procured us horſes taken from his 
hay-cart, after a detention of one hour and fifty-five minutes. 
1 : | 


PPP W 


i 5 
Theſe and ſimilar delays, occiined, 1 may aſſert, our being two days 
longer on the road than we ſhould have otherwiſe been; there were, however, 
ſome circumſtances-in-favour of the poſt-maſters.: the great demand for horſes 
to tranſport the French refugees ; the revolution at Liege; and the annual fair 
at Franckfort, contributed conſiderably to the ſcarcity. For two days we ex- 
perienced a hardſhip from Count George Potocki, the ambaſſador from'the 
republic of Poland to the Porte, hav 8, with a ſuite of nearly one hundred 

people, got before us on the road, taking all the poſt-horſes, and obliging our 


party to wait their return, or, what was equally unpleaſant, to harneſs his jaded 
cattle. At Trent, to put a ſtop to the like inconvenience, we changed our 


route, and arrived in Venice nearly twenty-four hours before the Count. — 
I only mention theſe trivial matters to put a traveller on his guard, and to 
adviſe him to lay in a ſtock of patience, as a very-neceſlary article for the 
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(2) At the 


Emperor. 


(4) Swan. 


(5) The Roman 
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| (3) At the Wild-man. 
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Raſtadt (4) 


8 = - 7 
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Offenburg * 


Freiſenheim -<_ 


Kenſingen 
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Mulheim 
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Baſle 1 a 4 
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Morat 
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Lauſanne (10) 
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| (1) Good inn at the poſt houſe. 
(2) At the Bull; a middling inn. 


7 CO 


| (3) At che poſt a good inn. | 
i (4) R 


| (5) At the poſt a good inn. 


The roads are in general ex- 


I tremely good, and the country 
| fruitful ; 


: excellent, and the inhabitants 


* accommodation 18 
obliging. 


; (6 ) At the Three x Kings... 


(7) La Tour rouge. 77 
(8) At the Falcon, or Crown. 
In this country the inns and 


roads are equally good. Tou 
:| find the people happy; none in 
rags, or a houſe in decay. 


) A a tete noir. 
(10) Golden Lion. 


(11) Aux Balances, a very good 


inn. „ 


| (12) A good inn at the poſt, 


(1 3) May procure lodging here. 
(14) At the St. George. 8 
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The above route is by much the moſt agreeable, eſpecially 


far as Baſle, or Berne, it is practicable: from thence to 
Lucerne, Altorf, Ortera, Airola, Glornigo, Bellinzona, and 


Florence. 


if a traveller can ſtay to enjoy the beauties of the countries 
through which he paſſes. —At this time the irruptions of the 
French into Savoy may prevent the communication; but as 


Como, to Milan; and by the way of Parma and Modena to 
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Route 7 Yom Hamburg h to Rome, by Vienna, Trięſte, and 


Ancona. 


From Hamburgh to Nuremberg as before ſtated. 


* 
2 


[ = — 
Nuremberg | „ - - - —;;{4::4:33 
FROM <= - - «= 4 TER - >» i-,-:- eo - 1.18 
A = - %u i- - >» 130 
8 %%% ů ᷣ-duß J 
Neumarckt '= - <- =< = %%% 8 
Teiningen = = 4 | Hollenburg - <- <- <- 8 
Parſberg - - - <- = - 8 Stockerau [16 
Beribzhauſen 8 | Korn Neu bung 6 
Etterſhauſen - - = <= - SEEM - > =» - - + 06 
R - = - =- - =» | 4 | Ez 
From hence by water to Vienna | Traefkirch | Stages. 

you paſs the following places: Man TT 
Paſſan | Neultage  - '- - = -'|} 3 
T ants ® Neukirchen 
2 Schottwin = = = = = 1 
Welcke a Mehrzuſchlag - - 1 
Vienna. SS - oo = 0 
J - = » » + | | 
Or elſe by land from Ratiſbon to || Rolelſtab - - - - = | x 
Schreckenhoven - - - - | 8 |Pechu << - - - - - | x 
PR - - - ==. %% -- >< -F-2 
Sree - - - - - jan - - - - - --:| 3 
Deckendorf - - - - = | 16 || Erenaven - - <- <- - I 
Hofkirchen - - | 12 | Mahrburg - - - - [1 ; 
Viiſhoven - - <- =< = 4 || Freyſtrizt tt | 1 
P - > - < 4 || Ganomitz - - = = = 1 
3225 f ]— ü = 
"Wichenfſtein - - - = » JJ 
Ottenſnei - - 20 Popetſc - - - 42 
Lintz = = = = <- < = 6 | LaubachFf - 1 2 


It is nearer to avoid Vienna, and proceed from Lintz to Trieſte, by Gurck and Clagenfurt. 
1 From Laubach to Venice is twelve poſts by Palma Nova. 
55 | From 


* Pi 
5 _—_— ey 2 £. 1 tid ey _ . 4 ad ws 
b - 
8 


„ 

From the city of Laubach to Ober Laubach is five leagues 
Engliſh : : Ober Laubach to Trieſte about ten leagues. From 
Trieſte a traveller may embark for Venice or Ancona; with 4 
both places a conſtant communication by ſea is kept up. 


Jo Venice there is a re gular packet-boat; the diſtance ninety 
Italian miles. 
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Journ ey fron Naples to Ottranto, paſſing thug Bartetta, 


Bari, and Lecce. 


Naples 1 
Marianella - - = poſt and half. 
Cardinaro = - += poſt and half. 
Avellino - = poſt and half. 
Dente Cane - - - poſt and half. 
Grotto Miranda - - poſt. 

Ariano - - poſt. 
Savignano® = poſt. 

Ponte Bovino. - <- poſt and half. 


Ardona - - - - poſt and half. | 


Cerigniola - - = poſt and half. 


St. Calan - - - poſt. 


Barletta - - poſt. 
Biſegle - <« = - poſt. 
Giovenazzo - poſt. 


1 


q 


| 


Mola di Bari 


poſt and half. 
poſt and half. 
St. Vito =« poſt. 
Monopolt - < -< poſt. 
Faſciano - = = poſt, 


. 


Oſtumi = - poſt and half, 


St. Vito della Macchia poſt. 

Maſagne - poſt. 

St. Pietro della Macchia poſt and half. 

Lnece - - - --- --» - pot 

St. Pietro in Galadine poſt and half. 

Ottranto = - = poſt and half. 
From Lecce to Ottranto the poſts 

are not regulated ; but you may find 


| horſes all the way. 


Fourney from Milan to the Mountain of Sempione, and 


Milan 

Caſtelanza - - - poſts two. 
Seſto - - poſts two. 
a O — — - — 
Dumodoſſola - — poſts two. 
Duveder - - poſt. 

Here end the pon of Italy. Lou 
muſt now diſmount from your chaiſe, 
and hire mules to carry the chaiſe and 
baggage to Briga, the firſt town in 
the Valeſe, paying at the rate of poſt, 


with drink-money to the poſtillion, 


until you come to Briga. From 
Duveder you come to Sempione.— 


. poſts three. 


Here ends Italy. 


Sempione 


three and half. 


* 
n *** — 88 2 — 


Geneva. 


Briga - - poſt. 

Veipia - = -  - poſt, 
Tortomagna' - poſt. 

Crera - = - = - poft. 
Sion poſt. 

St. Pietro poſt. 
Martini: poſt and half. 
St. Maurizio — poſt. 

Eghel - - poſt and half. 
Vine -__--___-__--_-- 
Lauſanne - - = poſt, 
Margia - - - - poſt. 
Evian $87 n poſt. 1 
Menon - - poſt. 


| Geneva - - = polt, 


Belgrade - = poſts two. 


I 


Fiſamet - - -< poſts two. 
Tieffaltemburg - - poſts two. - 
Tarendorff - - < poſt and half. 
Wiſelburg - - = poſt and half. 
Hochftrafen - poſt and half. 
Raab - <- poſt. 

Geny - - - + peſt, 
Gomora - - = <- poſts two. 
Neſmulk - = - . 
Neudorf — 

Dorack - poſt. 

Wereſwar - - - poſt and half. 
Buda - - - = -poſt and half. 
Amfſabe - - - - poſt and half, 
Ertzn - - - = poſt. 

Adon - - — poſt. 
Pontelli - - = poſt. 

Fuldwa - - poſt and half, 
Pax - - - = Poſts two. 
Tolna - - - - poſts two. 
Sechzar - - = poſt. 
Bataſſec h poſt and half. 

Suttſu - - - poſt. 

Mohacz - - - poſt. 
Iffis - =- poſts two. 
 Kolluth « - - += poſt. 
 Samber - - -< poſts two. 
Labſcora - - poſt and half. 
Carabuhcora - = poſt and half, 
Gloſens - - - - poſts two. 
Patſch - - - = polts two. 
Peterwaradin - = poſts two. 
Beſchie - - - - poſts two. 
Benochie - - = poſts two. 


From * to Hiſſargik it is * 


Vienna | 3 5 
ſix leagues, through a large plain. 


- 
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Route from Vienna to Conſtantinople. 


At Hiffargik you muſt hire Janiſſaries 
to conduct you through this country, 
as far as Haſlan, being infeſted with 


' robbers. 

P leagues. 

HFaſſan Baſcia - fix leagues. 
Jagodna - - < twelve leagues. . 
Rama —ſix lea 


Here you paſs through a dangerous / 


eonnny.- __ 
Niſſa = = twelve leagues. 


Here you paſs through a very dan- 


gerous country, being all woods, and 


_ infeſted with robbers. 
Schiarchioi - - twelve leagues. 


Here you have fine plains, and the 


reſt woods. | | 
Sopha - - - - twelve leagues. 
Here you have plains inhabited 


chiefly by Greeks. 
Jutiman - twelve 3 


| Tartarpoſſagik - twelve leagues. 
Here you paſs through Iflargik 
and Senichoi. With theſe horſes you 


paſs through the iron gate, by the 
Turks called Kapider Vent. 

Philebe, or * twelve leagues. 
Ebepce = twelve leagues. 
Adrianopolt - - ten leagues. 
Apſa fix leagues. 


Baba .- ix leagues 


Birgas - - - - fix leagues. 
Ciorlu ten leagues. 
Ciliurea - - = ten leagues. 
Conſtantinople - twelye leagues, 
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derived from the beſt Authorities. 


— 


th. 


LATITUDE and LONGITUDE of the principal Places uſeful 
to be known by Travellers going to India over Land, 


Latitude. 


— 


— 


Aleppo 


Allexandretta 
Alexandria 


Candia 


Calcutta 


Cochin 


, — 


Candia Iſland 


Cape Comorin 


Conſtantinople - - 


Goa 
Gedda 
Madras 


Negapatnam 


Surat 


— 


Sacrifice Rock 
Tellicherry 
Mount Dilla 
Mangalore 


Anjengo 
Manara 


— 


Iſland of Seukelipar * 


Cape Guardafui 
Cape Aden 


| Iſland of Maliquo* - 
Iſland of Calpenny F 
Iſland of Kelay + 


Ten degree changel—Laccadive Iſlands, 
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+ Nine degree channel Laccadive Iſlands, 
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Body of Socotra - - 
Cape Roſalgate 
Muſ cat 
Cape Jaſques 
Cape Guadel - = = 
Point de Gall 
Buſſora =< = 
Coffier - - | 
Cape Mahomed eas 
Yambo -< - 


Ras Heli (the boundary between 


Yeman and „ 
Loheia - 
Z 
Mocha - =<- = = 
P 
Babel Mandeln 
Cape St. Anthony 
Bagdad - = = = 
_ Cannanore - = = 
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1 18 
- 15 
Ke 29 


THE END. 
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